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INS 


An Indian summer in London now 


he Architect of the impressive new Hostel for Indian 
Students in Gower Street (Architect: Ralph Tubbs, o.8.r., 
r.k1BA.) has found a good way of keeping them warm 
in a London winter. The imaginative positioning of 
glass areas to make the most of the watery English 
sun, combined with the permanent strength and snug 
fit of a Williams & Williams metal window make 


their London home a warm and sunny place. 


METAL WINDOWS 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR NEAREST AREA OFFICE? You'll find Williams and Williams in London, South London, 
b ist, Birmingham, Brist Car Gla Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Newmarket, 
Nottingham, Readis Sheff tthan n and Tunbridge Wells. Each office arranges quick delivery of metal 
vindow é t tes, det nd fixing tean m site Head office: Reliance Works, Chester. 
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The Board that has created 


new Building Techniques... 


What other material offers such a complete roof decking as Stramit ? 
Where can you find so many advantages at so low a cost ? Consider the follow- 
ing : Stramit can be pre-cut to any required length, and to any width up to 4ft : 
Stramit requires no screeding before the weatherproofing is laid : Stramit 
requires no elaborate fixing—direct nailing or a few simple clips are all that are 
necessary. The exposed surface of Stramit is ready for immediate decoration : 
Stramit costs only 9/- a sq. yd. for quantities as small as |,000 sq. yds. 


Is there any wonder that more and more architects are specifying Stramit— 


that more and more counties are turning their entire schools programme over 
to Stramit decking ? 


You too, should get to know Stramit. 


Our illustration shows Stramit being used 
on Solihull Grammar School, Birmingham. 


Architects : John B. Surman & Partners. 


qTHA PACKET BOAT DOCK, COWLEY PEACHEY, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX. 


Telephone : West Drayton 3021/2/3. 
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The Architect knows the importance of a perfect finish for 


a well designed structure. 


Keep COX’S Paints in mind right from start 


They are the obvious choice for appearance, 


durability and easy application that is why more 


architects are specifying them every year 


TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICE 


Special Paints and technical service are available for painting 


problems 


Suggested Specifications and Sample Colour Schemes are 


Pp A | N t S provided on request. 


COX BROS. & CO. (DERBY) LTD. (Est. 1781) NORMANTON ROAD, DERBY. Telephone : 45 484/3/6.P.B.EX. 
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In structures like this 


joints like these... 


stor? JOINTS IN STRUCTURES seaune sior 
BRICKWORK 
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The surface seal, which is the first line of 
defence against infiltration of moisture in 
any structural joint which accommodates 
movement, may best be one of several 
Expandité products. RB200 and Expandite 
Vertical Sealer are two rubber bitumen 
sealants in wide use in vertical and inclined 


joints. Pli-astic is recommended for roads 


and floors. Seelastik and Asbestumen are 
two resilient compounds for use where heat 
and sunlight may preclude a rubber com- 
pound and where the gap is narrow. All 
these are best supported on*Flexcell, bitu- 
men-impregnated cane-fibre filler which 
compresses and recovers without extruding. 
Expandite rubber and P.V.C. water stops 
entirely supersede metal water bars on 
grounds of strength, flexibility and resilience 
in culverts, etc. All these products are being 
specified in many new powerhouses at home 
and abroad. For full technical data and 
technical advisory service on the planning of 
joints which move please get in touch with 
Expandite Limited (Technical Service 
Department). 


* Specially manufactured by Celotex Limited. 


call for EXPANDITE products 


EXPANDITE LIMITED - CHASE ROAD - LONDON 


N.W.10. Telephone: ELGar 432! 
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Choice 


You will be glad you chose G.E.C. fittings with their contemporary dignity and 


the sound engineering features associated with the reputation of the Company. 


F.41031. Twin 80 watt pendant in pastel beige colour with reeded 
glass panels and patented scintillating plastic louvres —220/250V. 

instant start. Suspensions and Osram tubes extra. 
£28. 15s. Sd. tax paid. 


F.36630. 40 watt channel in white enamelled steel with new 
spring loaded safety holders for easy tube insertion and 
positive contact — switch start. Osram tube extra. 


£5. Os. Od. tax free. 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING FITTINGS 
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A DOME 


in 
GLASCRETE 
Reinforced Concrete and Glass 
at 
The Royal Sailors Home 
Club 
PORTSMOUTH 


Architects: A, E. COGSWELL & SONS 
in conjunction with 


DAVID E. NYE & PARTNERS 


Data, applications and possibilities of Glascrete 
are given in our interesting Brochure P 45, 5 
which we shall be pleased to send on request. Telephone: CENtral 5866 (5 lines) 


TUBULAR 
ELECTRIC 
HEATERS 


The World’s best sellers 
ENGINEERING CO LTD OLD TRAFFORD MANCHESTER 16 
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BEST FOR REST 
BEST BY TEST 


TINSLEY WIRE INDUSTRIES LTD. 
SHOWELL ROAD ° BUSHBURY = WOLVERHAMPTON 


Telephone: FALLING ARI “s/o Telegrams: TWIL, WOLVERHAMPTON 
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HARCO PATENT 


METALACE 


PRODUCED IN ROLLS OF 25’ 
TO 100' LONG BY 2’11” WIDE. 
The artistic effect of Harco Patent 
Metalace renders it particularly 
suitable for use where care of de- 
sign and appointment are of major 
importance. Architects will appre- 
ciate that it not only screens the 
unsightly, but allows free circu- 
lation of air. The patterns in which 
Metalace can be woven, make it 
the perfect selection for Lift Shaft 
Enclosures, Ventilating Panels, 
Radiator Covers, Electric Heater 
Covers, etc. 


Illustration show 
Pattern No. M. 1006. 
Other Patterns and 
full articulars in 
Catalogue 585. 


G .A.Harvey & Ca. (Lundon) Ltd. Woolwich Ruad, London, §.€.7 


There are sound reasons why important Housing Schemes 
all over Britain employ Magnet Service for Standard 
Joinery, Doors, Windows, Cupboards, etc. 

Magnet Service saves valuable time, cuts out delays, 


reduces costs, and helps to ensure completion on schedule. 


The Magnet countrywide organisation holds ample supplies 
of kilned and air-conditioned timber. Stocks are sufficient 
for instant delivery, to cope with any emergency. Our 
highly skilled staff, working in three up-to-date factories, 
are waiting to meet your demands. 


He Mlustration on right shows To ensure completion “on schedule ... 
part of Timber Yard with 


mobile crane in action. U AG T E R V Cc E 


MAGNE Write for free literature to 

e.. WHITLEY STREET, BINGLEY, YORKS. Phone: Bingley 3547 (3 lines) 
LOVE LANE, ASTON, BIRMINGHAM. Phone: Aston Cross 3291 (3 lines) 
LONDON ROAD, GRAYS, ESSEX. Phone: Tilbury 77 (5 lines) 


JOINERY LIMITED 
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Contractors: Messrs. McCarthy, Cape Town 


| 


A REINFORCED concrete structure with Barrel 


Vault Roof for industrial purposes. This photograph shows 
the light clean dustproof interior of the nine-barrel south- 
light building to house the workshops for the Power Station 
at Zwartkops, South Africa. 


TWISTEEL REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERS 
AND SUPPLIERS OF REINFORCING STEELS 


LONDON: 43 Upper Grosvenor Street, W.1. Tel: GROsvenor & 1216 ° BIRMINGHAM: Atma Srreet, Smetuwick, 40. Jel: Smethwick 199] 
MANCHESTER: 7 Oxrorp Roap, Mancuester 1. Tel: Ardwick 169] ° GLASGOW: 19 St. Vincent Piace, Giascow, C.l. Tel: City 6594 


*TwisTeeL’ REINFORCEMENT AND Desioners (Pry) Lrp., BaALpwin House, MAIN Reer Roap, INDUSTRIA, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 
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REINFORCEMENT LTD 


Head Office and Showrooms ; 70 Grosvenor 
Street London W.1 Mayfair 7951 (10 lines) 
Branches: Beaconsfield. 
Brighton . Cardiff . Dublin . Edinburgh 


Birmingham 
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USE PARSONS’ PAINTS AND BE SURE 


Parsymul Synthetic Emulsion Paint—the modern 
paint for the up-to-date decorator. It has excellent 
spreading and obliterating powers; is really washable, 
and has no residual odour, Where necessary two coats 


can be applied in one day on suitably prepared surfaces. 


Parlyte An oil-bound water paint of superior quality 
suitable for interior decoration, and in a special 
quality for exterior work. Supplied in a large range 


of tints, which are fast to light, water and lime. 


Parsolac Synthetic Finishes are ideal for exterior 
work, Decorative Parsolac Enamel dries quickly, and 
its tough, smooth film gives greater durability and 


keeps clean longer than any other type of finish. 


Parsolin A hard wearing enamel gloss paint of ex- 


ceptional body. Suitable for exterior and interior 


work, it is particularly hard drying and weather 


resisting. 


Write for full details and colour cards. 


Glasgow . Leeds . Manchester . Plymouth 
. Southampton THOS PARSONS AND so NS LIMITE D 
| 7 or any site... 
“BESTOS” BITUMEN DAMP COURSES 
(ASBESTOS BASE) 


Bestos is entirely of mineral origin and is a new departure in flexible 
bitumen dampproot courses. The base of fibrous asbestos, itself nonperish- 
able, is saturated with high-grade bitumens and further surfaced heavily 
with high-melting point asphaltic bitumens, in turn protected by a special 
metalic finish. Bestos Damp Course is completely waterproof, unaffected 
by climatic conditions, and will last indefinitely. Finished weight 7 Ib. 


per sq. yd. Available in 8 yd. lengths by all wall widths 
“BASITE” BITUMEN DAMP COURSE 
(HESSIAN BASE) 

4 y A bituminous damp proof course. The base consists of a single layer of 


jute hessian between two outer coatings of lake asphalte bitumen, and 
asphaltic bitumens. Suitable for all moderately-sized buildings, private 
dwellings or industrial buildings on any site. Finished weight 7 Ib. per 


sq. yd. Available in 8 yd. lengths by all wall widths. 

“LEDBIT” LEAD AND BITUMEN DAMP COURSE 
(HESSIAN BASE) 

A bituminous damp proof course built on a hessian base the same as 
it “ BASILE” but with an additional membrane of sheet lead. Useful on 
si: sites where the sub-soil is motsture-retaining. Finished weight, standard 

be quality, 8 Ib. per sq. yd. (lead 4 02. per sq. ft.). Available in 8 yd. lengths 
by all wall widths 

“ANDERITE” BITUMEN DAMP COURSE 


(FIBRE BASE) 


A bituminous damp proof course with fibre base throughly saturated with 
asphaltic bitumens and heavily coated on both sides with layers of high- 
grade bitumens. An economical damp course for smaller houses. Finished 
weight 6 Ib. per sq. yd. Available in 8 yd. lengths by all wall widths. 


D. ANDERSON &€& SON LTD. 


Old Ford, London E.3 


STRETFORD - MANCHESTER 


JN.AS62b 


ANDERS 
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“LINCOLN” TOP ENTRY SWITCHED SOCKET-OUTLETS 


The new shielded patterns have all the time-saving features 


which have made “Lincoln’’ Switched Socket-outlets so 


popular for competitive wiring scheme — neat cable entry; 


deep base; easy-to-reach terminals; and an easily wired 
5 Amp. 

List No, 7456,7113 
15 Amp. 

plug with detachable pins. List No, 7490 7213 


‘“* Crabtree’’ (Registered) C.675/205 Advt. of J. A. Crabtree & Co. Ltd., Walsall, England 
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Electrolux 


ALL NEW HOUSING (Private and Local Authority) 


KITCHEN MODERNISATIONS + CONVERSIONS 


to wear out. 
> No vibration. 


> No interference with Radio or T.V. 


in easy installation...with all these added advantages 


> No machinery — no moving parts > Permanent Silence. 


> Renowned for Reliability. 
> 5-Year-Guarantee on the 


Architects and Builders are invited to write for full particulars to Contracts Department :— 


1535 REGENT STREET 


LONDON, W.1 


- Tel: REGent 7252 (9 lines) 


Silent Cooling Unit. 


Works: Luton, Beds. 


*Transiormation Scene’ by 


The Proved Emulsion Paint 


Here’s an impressive example 
of the remarkable improve- 
ment which application of 
Hangers FABRIGUARD can 
make to difficult surfaces. 
The photograph shows York- 
shire’s Ideal Flour Mill, Selby 
Grain Silo, before and after 
treatment withFABRIGUARD. 
The surface treated was very 
rough, and during the war a 
Bituminous Based Camouflage 
Paint had been applied: oil 
Paint would not have been 
suitable, as bleeding would 
almost certainly have occurred. 
FABRIGUARD was used, and 


FABRIGUARD can be used on: 


New Plaster 
e@ Old Plaster 


e New Cement 
e Old Cement 


Hardboard Asbestos Cement 
Softboard Brickwork 
e Wood e Roofing Felt 


has now transformed _ this 
Silo into a landmark. 

The ‘transformation treatment’ 
was: one coat FABRIGUARD 
Primer Sealer; one coat 
FABRIGUARD Flat, followed 
by Porcelain Gloss Finish. in 
Broken White. 

Apart from the attraction of a 
sparkling clean appearance, 
FABRIGUARD has special 
advantages for use on Food 
Manufacturing or Storage 
structures. It is 100°, hygienic, 
scrubbable 24 hours after 
application, and cannot con- 
taminate by smell. 


@ Creosoted Wood 

e Non-ferrous metals 
@ Previously Painted Surfaces 

Previously Distempered Surfaces 
e Bitumen-coated Corrugated Iron 


Limewash 


For Technical Bulletin and details of FABRIGUARD Contracts, write to :— 
The Technical Director HANGERS PAINTS LTD., HULL. 


ALSO at LONDON, 


BIRMINGHAM and 


Yorkshire's Idea 
Flour Mi Selby 
Grain Silo, before 
and after applicati 


of Fabriguard 
Contractor: Messrs 
Wetheralds Ltd 
Leeds 


LIVERPOOL 
GLASGOW 
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FROM THE SNOWCEM FILE:— 


THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 
Portland House, Tothill Street, London, $.W.1 
or G. & T. EARLE LTD., CEMENT MANUFACTURERS, HULL. 
THE SOUTH WALES PORTLAND CEMENT & LIME Co. Ltd., 
Penarth, Glam. 


T4IS3R 


; 
Bentalj, Ltd,, 
Thame, 
Hh ~ ! 
This Posing Of the Side Clevation, Of this famous 
Gineg extra distinction from its recent freatmeny 
| g 
| With White Snowcem °Pplieg by brush to q Cement "endering, mee 
SNOWceny is ily °Pplied to ©Oncrete "dering or by 
brush °F spray In S@ven ©Olours White, Cream, Deep Cream, buf Pink, Silve, Grey ond 
ith | 
WATERPROor CEMENT PAINT gs it | 
* BRITISH CEMENT 15 CHEAPEST THE p 
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SEWAGE AND 
SLUDGE PUMPS 


“CRESSET” 


PENSTOCKS 
MANHOLE COVERS 
ETC. 


We have been engaged for more 
than 65 years in the production of 
all plant and fittings for Sewage 
Purification and works of Sewerage. 
Our ‘Cresset’ Distributors, 
‘Amphistoma’ Pumps, Sewage 
Ejectors, Penstocks, Manhole Covers, 
etc., are in use throughout the 
world. Architects are invited to 
send for copies of our various 
catalogues describing the above 
equipment, together with technical 
information. 


ADAMS HYDRAULICS LTD. 
YORK & LONDON 


From the Hour-glass 


The earliest use of the Hour Glass 
may have been to time the Philippics 
of Demosthenes. But the Managers 
of the Sun Fire Office were amongst 
the first to use this device in affairs 
of business. During their meetings in 
the days of Queen Anne, an Hour 
Glass on the Board Room table 
limited their expenditure of that 
precious asset-—TIME. 


The Hour Glass has given place to 
the electric clock—visual or telephonic 
—but the Sun Insurance Office has 


never ceased to offer the essentials of 


Insurance—security and service—even 
more important to-day than in 1710. 


The Centuries-old Sign of Public Service ] 


Head Office : 63 Threadneedle Street, E.C.2. 
Branches and Agencies throughout the World. 


‘dition 
Second 


Calculation, 

Design and Testing 

of REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 


By K. Roa 


M.Sc., Ph.D., M.L.C.E., M.U.Struct.E., (Ind.) 


Now revised and brought up to date, this book mainly represents the 
course of work in reinforced concrete that is covered by the civil 
engineering students of Loughborough College, and covers the 
syllabuses of the examinations for the B.Sc. Engineering Degree, the 
Associate Membership of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and the 
Institute of Structural Engineers. The first section of the book deals 
with the general theory of reinforced concrete ; Section IL sets out the 
experiments which a student should try to do himself, and Section III 
deals with simple designs of usual reinforced concrete structures. An 
important study for the architectural and building student. Illustrated 
with many diagrammatic drawings. Over 400 pages. 35 /- net. 


PITMAN 


Parker Street © Kingsway °¢® London, W.C.2 
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Built 


4/exander Stephen and Sons Lid 
Architects Messrs 


w the Greek Line by Messrs 


4. McInnes Gardner 
and Partners, Glasgow, in co-operation 
with E. Lazarides Esq 


I.S.S. OLYMPIA is noteworthy 
for the bold contemporary 
furnishing and decorative scheme 
executed in both Ist Class and 
Tourist Public Rooms and 


Entrances. 


Photographs show (above) 
Ist Class Lounge Forward 
comprising decorative 
panelled walls, tiled ceil- 
ing, lighting inthe modern 
manner, and distinctive 

lounge furniture. (Below) 

Tourist Writing Room with 

wall panelling in dyed 

orange ash with window 

wall in Vavona Burr. 


MAPLE MARTYN ORGANISATION 


~ 


FURNISHING & DECORATION CONSTRUCTIONAL WOODWORK ARCHITECTURAL METALWORK 
CONTRACT DEPARTMENT 


MAPLE & COMPANY LIMITED 


in association with 


LIGHTING HEATING 


TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 


LONDON: WI 
its Subsidiary: H*'H*MARTYN & COMPANY 


LIMITED + CHELTENHAM 


13 
Contemporary Schemes 
ary Schemes 4 
— 
| 
by the 
\ 
\ 


These building front panels 
and the fire escape stair 
are typical of many manu- 
factured by Lion Foundry. 


/ 


LION FOUNDRY 


co. LIMITED, 
KIRKINTILLOCH, NR. GLASGOW 


TEL.: KIRKINTILLOCH 2231/2 


LONDONZOFFICE: 124, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.I 
TEL.: VICTORIA 9148 
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Ashathene 


and a wise man, too, for the advantages of 
Ashathene are many. Besides reducing the cost 
of the electrical installation, Ashathene has the 
features of higher voltage breakdown value, 
higher insulation resistance, greater safety factor 
plus better mechanical properties. Furthermore, 
Ashathene is unaffected by atmospheric conditions 
or sunlight and has excellent fire-resisting 
qualities. Factors like these ensure a cable which 
will give long and trouble-free service. When 
you specify ASHATHENE you specify 


HIGHER DIELECTRIC—Polythene insulated 
cores have a measured insulation resistance 
more than 100 times that of similar rubber 
insulated material. 


HIGHER VOLTAGE INSULATION—High 
voltage tests on Ashathene Cable show a factor 
of safety 1.6 times greater than the equivalent 
rubber insulation on the same size of cable. 


BETTER FIRE-RESISTING QUALITIES— 
The P.V.C. used on the sheathing of Ashathene 
will not support or spread a flame and, unlike 
rubber, is self extinguishing when the flame is 
removed. 


STRONGER MECHANICAL PROPERTIES 
—Ashathene is a tough flexible cable which is 
unaffected by climatic conditions. Compared 
with rubber, polythene insulated conductors will 
withstand over twice the mechanical pressure 
without an electrical failure occurring. 


Thermoplastic 
insulate 


Ashathene is manufactured in all standard sizes and also 
S.W.A. & D.W.A. classes. Please send for details and lists, a e 


AERIALITE LTD., STALYBRIDGE CHESHIRE 
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THE SHELVES 

ARE BRACED 

TO THE STRUTS 

THE DISTANCE \ IMMENSELY 


HEIGHT, WIDTH OR DEPTH, 
AtoB.... ’ AS REQUIRED FOR THE 
SPECIAL JOB. EASILY THE 
MOST QUICKLY ERECTED 
SYSTEM KNOWN. 


OBVIOUSLY SCIENTIFIC ARCHITECTURAL | 
THE MOST \\ PRINCIPLES APPLIED TO 

\ | ( 
ECONOMICAL \\ RACKING! 
SYSTEM INTHE FAR HIGHER 
WORLD TODAY  “AREA-STRENGTH-COST” 


FACTOR 


| GRAND BUILDINGS TRAFALGAR SQUARE LONDON WC2 Cables * HANDI* LONDON 


16 ecember 1953 
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A TRADE MARK AS GOOD AS A BOND 


For Leaflet and Tint Card, write to Dept. ABN 2. 


T. & W. FARMILOE LIMITED, ROCHESTER ROW, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 Phone: ViCtoria 4480 


completes the picture 


FAROMAT is essentially right as the wall decoration for Hospitals, Clinics, 


and Nursing Homes Ihe matt surface is smooth and durable, admirably 

uited to a busy and efficient routine, and the colour range includes 
those discreet, restful tones which ensure an atmosphere of clean and 
quiet spaciousness, Incidentally, all colours are intermixabl 


FAROMAT is the interior decorator’s ideal finish. There is nothing fugitive about FAROMAT 
harm. All the listed shades are fast to light, and washable. It dries with an exquisite velvety surface 


FAROMAT has immense hiding and covering capacity. It is casy in application, remaining “open” 
sufficiently long enough to enable the painter to brush a large area without help. 
FAROMAT has an “ After-Flow”’ unprecedented with this type of paint. 


FAROMAT is particularly suitable for use in such places as MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, HOS- 
PITALS, SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, HOTELS and CLUBS, as well as PRIVATE HOUSES 


ir A\\ A\\\\ 
A if A 
= i} jj SN 
pA YH \ 


A really super 
FLAT WALL PAINT 
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WATERPROOF 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE 
_ for Modern Design in West Africa 


WORKSHOP BLOCK 


Kumasi College of Technology 
Gold Coast 


Archs.: James Cubitt Scott & Partners = 
Contrs.: Gee Walker Slater & Co. Ltd. — 


*Cheecolite > Aerated Concrete Blocks both “solid and hollow, 
are used for external and partition walls in this modern structure 
and in the many other fine buildings and bungalows in this large 
contract at Kumasi for the development programme of the Gold 
Coast Government. 

*Cheecolite” aerated mortar is also used for setting the 
*Cheecolite’ Blocks; for all internal and external renderings 
and for roof screeds. 


CHEECOL PROCESSES LTD. READING - BERKSHIRE - ENGLAND 


- LOCAL AGENTS: ANTHONY MAUFE (W.A.) LTD., NSAWAM ROAD, ACCRA 


AT LAST! 


The reinforcement of alkyd resins with styrene 
gives the new Bergermaste! 


6 Higher gloss—longer gloss retention 

@ Greater durability 

@ Easier application 

@ And all those other plus qualities which 
this advance in paint technology (an advance 


as great as that of alkyds over the old gloss 
paints) entitles you to expect 


Now Bergermaster i 
at in wf 
ed ext 
motor carn 
. . 


to NWEW MPROVED 


Manufactu a rdan ace with British Patents $73809, 573835, 
ond other Br Jory and Foreg Patents pending of gra 


LEWIS BERGER (GT. BRITAIN) LIMITED, DEPT. (AB), BERGER HOUSE, BERKELEY 5Q., LONDON, W. 


Proper tia. of 
— VW E FINISH 
D 
| 
1 
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bet 


Veh are the ultimate in flexibility, resilience and resistance to 
f \ ¢ 4 wear. They are damp-proof and rot-proof and will not 
= well or splinter. Two distinct colour ranges are made— 
‘= PS VINYL ASBESTOS one consists of sixteen bright vivid hues and the other is 
re the COLORTONE range of nineteen subtle colours de- 
Ve | k | ( i ) R i | | |: signed primarily for the architect and designer. The tiles 
12 4 4B4K used in this bedroom are COLORTONE Nos. 14, 22 and 26 ; 
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The Marley T1 Compa) Limited, London Road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. Sevenoaks 2251 mi 
Scotland : Bis/opbri Wales : Pencoed 374. Northern Ireland : Belfast 24447 Eire : Dublin 51794 
London Showroom ut Alfred Goslett and Co. Ltd., 127-131 Charing Cross Road 
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“VITROLITE’ FOR 
A BATHROOM 


The walls are covered from floor to ceiling with importance. Non-crazing, non-fading, no upkeep 


Green Agate ‘VITROLITE’, creating ettect the opaque, fire-finished surface stays perfect 
of cool cleanliness, perfectly in keeping with the condition for ever. Colours available are: Pearl 
character of the bathroom. Grey, Primrose, Green, Green Agate, ‘Turquoise, 
‘VIPROLITE? has functional qualities of the first Eggshell, Cream, Ivory, Black and White. 


66 Pg FY raY ¥99 Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at St. Helen 
/ Lances., or Selwyn House, Cleveland R St. James's, Londor 
Telephones: St. Helens 4001, Whitehall 5672-6 


‘VITROLITE ” is the registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. Supplies are 
avatlable through the usual trade channels. 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED 


ST. HELENS LANCS. 
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SITE FOR 


T would appear, from some contributions and 
letters in The Times, that industrialists are not 
very happy about the efficiency or the usefulness 

of the British Industries Fair. There are two atti- 
tudes of mind in this matter ; one which regards the 
Fair as merely a selling organization in the world’s 
markets and the other which thinks that the Fair 
should be a national shop window for boosting 
products both here and abroad. The corollary of 
these points of view is, if the first is right, that the 
various industries should finance it themselves and 
take the risks; if the second argument is sound 
then the Government should take the major hand, 
and see that this country really has a shop window 
which is representative and efficient. A third and 
perhaps minority view is one which suggests that the 
Government and industry should shoulder the 
burdens equally. 

It is not our purpose to take sides in this dis- 
cussion or to enter into the details of any proposed 
reorganization. In a recent leader, however, we did 
suggest that the building industry has a part to play 
in the export market and, therefore, is presumably 
interested in the B.I.F. The facts of the present 
situation are broadly as follows. 

Support for the B.I.F. by the various industries 
is falling off. Preference is shown for specialist 
shows ; for example, the mechanical plant section 
of the Building Exhibition was, this year, larger 
than ever. This particular outlook militates con- 
siderably against the present B.I.F. system. The 
accommodation for the Fair in London is inadequate 
for handling heavy or highly specialized exhibits 
without, that is, much temporary installation which 
is annually scrapped and wasted. The accommoda- 
tion for overseas visitors, both for reception and 
business purposes is inadequate or unattractive, 
both in London and elsewhere. In 1946 the Ramsden 
Report on the subject made a number of recom- 
mendations both for the temporary and long-term 
policies ; these were accepted in general by the 
Government of the day, but little or nothing has 
been done to follow them up. On the Continent the 


THE B.I.F. 


Germans, Italians, Swiss, Belgians and French, to 
say nothing of the other side of the Iron Curtain 
(e.g., Leipzig), have all been busy on this problem 
of international industrial propaganda. New buildings 
and even new fair grounds have been built and or- 
ganized and the tendency is for buyers, even from 
this country, to prefer the Continental fairs and to 
make unfavourable comparisons vis d vis with the 
home efforts. 

Pending a possible permanent reorganization with 
new, adequate and efficient buildings on suitable 
sites, or preferably, on a single site with full amenities 
for reception, transport and communications, on 
some permanent financial footing, is there not some 
temporary interim solution for this important side 
of this country’s activities? ‘Fhe answer should 
come not from individual industries or even 
from a combination of a few of the larger ones ; 
the matter is a national one which comes close to 
national prosperity and even survival; the nation 
and the Government have proportional responsibili- 
ties. 

In another recent leader we have noticed the sad 
state of the blitzed City of London and we ventured 
to suggest that, whatever is done about much of the 
rebuilding, the fact remains that many pre-war 
occupiers will not return to the City and new uses 
will have to be found for the now vacant land. In 
any event, what is the use of allowing weed-grown 
expanses in the City of London ? Why not use some 
of it for a temporary home for the B.1.F.? Certain 
parts of the South Bank Exhibition showed what 
could be accomplished in the way of temporary 
buildings and reception amenities. Even if the per- 
manent home for the B.I.F. could not be found in 
the City itself, in the very centre of the British Com- 
monwealth, there are now some 35 acres of more 
or less completely idle land to the north-west of 
Guildhall. 

What has the Government to say about bringing 
some life back to the City if only for those years 
that must still elapse before permanent reconstruc- 
tion takes place ? 
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View of Main Entrance from Grecian 


Crescent 
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TELEGRAPH DELIVERY 
OFFICE, NORWOOD, S.E.19 


i Telegraph Delivery Office has been 
designed to facilitate the receipt and 
despatch of telegrams within the locality. 

The building was designed in the 
Chief Architects’ Division of the Ministry 
of Works by Mr. W. S. Frost, A.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.P.T.1. Senior Architect; Mr. G. Stoddard, 
A.R.1.B.A., Assistant Architect. Messrs. 
Andrews, Kent & Stone were the Consult- 
ing Engineers for the structure working 
in association with the Chief Struc- 
tural Engineer's Division of the Ministry. 
Mr. R. A. Lorton in the Chief Engineer's 
Division has been responsible for the heat- 
ing and hot water services and the Post 
Office Engineering Department have been 
responsible for lighting and power services. 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 


BRIEF CITY 

The Observer film of the South Bank Exhibition shown 
at the Building Centre last week was for me most nostalgic. 
I would like it to have been longer and to have been taken 
in the summer rather than in late autumn, but these 
remarks in no way detract from my gratitude to the 
directors of the Observer for having made a film at all. 
In retrospect it seemed odd that the Festival authorities 
made no film. I accordingly inquired and discovered that 
in the original plan a complete film was projected, I believe 
in colour, telling the whole story of the exhibition. This 
plan was abandoned when money ran short. Another 


plan was to have a progress photograph taken from exactly 
the same position every day during the building of the 
exhibition and to string the results together in the form of 
a film. Again, financial stringency intervened. There are, 
I am told, very few newsreel shots of the exhibition so that 
Brief City is the only real film documentation of that gay 
summer on the South Bank. 


BY THE LIFFEY SIDE 

Mr. Vincent Kelly, with true Irish eloquence, gave the 
A.A. one of its rare Georgian evenings last week when he 
talked about eighteenth-century Dublin and illustrated his 
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View from Beulah Hill 


The building is of two storeys, the ground floor housing the instrument room, delivery and despatch rooms 


and male lavatories, the upper floor accommodates welfare, kitchen and dining rooms, etc. 


At the rear of 


the building garage accommodation has been provided for vans and motor cycles in connection with the deli- 


very arrangements for telegrams. 


The building occupies a corner site and has been set back from the road frontage with the intervening strip 


grassed and suitably planted. The external walling is in hand-made heather brown facing bricks with purpose- 
made metal windows and part Portland stone facings. Internally the walls and ceilings are plastered and 
floors are covered with lino, with the exception of the instrument room, which has a cork carpet floor and 


sound-absorbent acoustic tiles to the ceiling. Lavatories and cloaks, etc., have quarry tile floors. 

The heating of the building is by low pressure hot water circulation system with radiators, both domestic 
and heating boilers being coke-fired. Gas is used in the kitchen equipment for cooking. 

The Main Contractors were Messrs. Truett & Steel Ltd., High Street, Thornton Heath, Surrey and the prin- 


cipal Sub-Contractors were as follows :— 
Portland Stone 


Bath & Portland Stone Firms Ltd. Structural Steel : The Aston Construction Co. Ltd. Facing Bricks : Wiggins- 


Sankey Ltd. Asphalt Roofing : The Excel Asphalte Co. Ltd. Asphalt Tanking : Faldo Asphalte Co. Ltd. Heating and Hot Water : 
A. Smith & Sons. Floor and Wall Tiling : Hall & Co. Ltd. Metal Windows : Senlac Metal Casements Ltd. Hollow Tile Floor and 


Roof Construction 
Harris. Steel Sliding and Folding Doors 


’ 


Bradford & Co. Ltd. /ron Gates and Railings 


remarks with many beautifully coloured slides. The effect 
of Mr. Kelly’s talk on me was to move Dublin to the top 
of my list of places to be visited. I believe that some of 
those who know Dublin well felt that Mr. Kelly had 
gilded the lily a little by giving the impression from his 
slides that every building there was a Georgian gem. I 
am told that there are quite a lot “of houses in between.” 
His Excellency the Irish Ambassador, also with true Irish 
eloquence, took part in the discussion that followed. 


THE DIARY OF A SCOUNDREL 

I enjoyed this extremely un-Russian play put on by 
Section A.A. at the Boltons Theatre, I do not know the 
author, A. N. Ostrovsky, but I imagine that the adaptation 
by Rodney Ackland was pretty free. It is a most amusing 


Clark Hunt & Co. Ltd. Lettering and Royal Cypher : 
Bolton Gate Co. Ltd. Turfing and Planting : Gilliam & Co. 


Ltd. 


comedy bordering on a farce and gave very good scope 
to a number of people in the company. Brian Falk as 
Mamaev came out of it best, more particularly as he has 
not before been given such a good chance to show his 
talents. Michael Cain as the polished scoundrel was 
most convincing except, perhaps, in his advances to Kleo- 
patra Mamaeva, which seemed to me to lack conviction. 
A brilliant newcomer to the company is Celia Twillbow, 
who played the Sarey Gampish part of Madame Babakina, 
the clairvoyante. I believe that Miss Twillbow is a close 
relation of that old A.A. rugger player Jimmy Leask. 
Roderick Ham as the general was in his element and 
looked particularly splendid in cap and cloak. In spite 
of her accomplished acting I could not believe in Patricia 
Bullivant’s religious mania, she looked altogether too 
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sensible for the role. All were good and it is not possible 
to mention them individually but I did think that John 
Roebuck was the perfect, smooth government official of 
the time; at the same time, he was just simply—John Roe- 
buck. The minor parts were, as usual, well played, 
especially the servants. The sets were excellent, but the 
management of swords and sabre-taches needed more study. 
A thoroughly enjoyable evening. 


FREE TUITION AT THE A.A. 


In these days when everything costs more and only the 
State provides things apparently for nothing, it is indeed 
refreshing to see that the Council of the A.A. is proposing 
to start evening design classes for students who are not 
attending a school of architecture. A small registration fee 
is proposed but otherwise no charge will be made. 

Before anything definite is arranged, preliminary 
enquiries are being made to find out whether anyone is 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Storage Space 


To the Editor of A. & B. N. 

Sir,—The letter of Mr. R. H. George 
in your issue of November 19th has me 
chuckling. 

First, isn’t it a bit late to propose a 
use for lofts, when these seem about to 
vanish (vide recent house designs pub- 
lished)? 

Secondly, the amusing fascination 
which this so-called “Vacuum” has 
always exercised on most women. It 
would be interesting to hear the nature 
of the objects which it is desired to 
store in this awkward space; it is sus- 
pected that most would prove to be 
things better thrown away. 

Can’t we hear the wails of anguish 
about “ More Stairs” if this space were 
made available! And most roof spaces 
are not free of dust! Possibly it is ex- 
pected that measures to exclude dust— 
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interested. A notice about the classes appeared in the 
A. & B.N. last week. 


THE A.B.S. LUNCH 


The P.R.LB.A. presented Mrs. Montgomery, managing 
director of the Building Exhibition, with a bunch of roses 
matched with some pretty and well-deserved compliments 
at the A.B.S. lunch held at Olympia last week; and Mr. 
Goodhart Rendel added some choice blooms to the presi- 
dent’s verbal posy. 

In reply, Mrs. Montgomery said that she had asked Miss 
Solly, secretary of the A.B.S., what kind of speech she 
should make. “Say what comes into your head,” said 
Miss Solly. “Nothing has come into my head,” said Mrs. 
Montgomery, and after thanking the speakers she sat down. 
A model speech. 


ABNER 


and perhaps a lift for access would be Extensions to Sheffield University: Competition. The winning team: Left to 
provided—at what cost? Mr. Bulkely right, Edmund Ward, A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dip!., James Melvin, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl. 


Creswell once suggested that “empty 
jam pots and pickle jars was not a class 
of property which it was economical to 


and Frank Gollins, A.R.I.B.A. of Gollins, Melvin and Ward. 


keep dry and at ar equable temperature 
at a storage rental of nine pounds a 
year.” (A.A. Journal, Jan.: 1909). It 
would now be more like £25 a year! 
EDWIN GUNN. 


The Dehumanization of 


Architecture 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—May a mere spectator crave a 
little of your valued and valuable space 
to deplore certain tendencies that seem 
to the writer to be coming dominant 
in contemporary British Architecture. 
In the past the planning of buildings 
and architecture in the grand manner 
has perhaps been better exemplified on 
the Continent than in Britain, but 
whatever its failings in other directions, 
British architecture always had a very 
intimate quality—one never had the 
feeling ef being overpowered by build- 
ings; they seemed to be the creation of 
human beings. This was noticeable in 


all types of buildings especially in the 
domestic sphere. 

Now all seems to be changed. In 
domestic architecture despite improve- 
ments in layout and in the planning: of 
individual houses, there appears a new 
kind of monstrosity, the stereotyped 
gable ended semi-detached house. In 
the development of flats vast sham 
cliffs unrelated to human scale rise 
about that most fascinating of all capi- 
tal cities. —The memory of flat-schemes 
at Bayswater and at Tottenham is 
terrifying. 

The tendency is exhibited in the 
design of other buildings—an exten- 
sion to a university whatever its 
finished merits in planning, appears 
from the preliminary drawings pub- 
lished to be as hard and mechanical 
as possible. The same quality appears 
in office buildings both recent and pro- 
posed. The constant repetition of an 
all-over pattern or the repetition ad 
nauseam of identical cellular units 
however expressive: of the plans or 


structures does not in itself make archi- 
tecture. The written, and indeed the 
executed, works of M. Le Corbusier 
—excellent as they are of their kind— 
are not necessarily the only signposts 
to contemporary architectural expres- 
sion—at least that is a view held by 
many in France. Perhaps a house is 
not a machine for living in but just a 
casing wherein automatons carry out 
certain pre-ordained functions. 


This is no plea for a return to a so- 
called traditional approach—not for 


any pastiche of past or present motifs 


but a suggestion that Britain with its 
wealth of architectural talent should 
take stock of current ideas, enlarge its 
horizon of observation and determine 
whether man shall determine his sur- 
roundings in a way which will bring 
him a sense of spiritual as well as of 
physical well being. 
Yours faithfully, 
ROHAN LE BOULANGER. 
London. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Talks on Monopoly 

Mr. Fletcher-Cooke asked what 
action the Minister of Materials pro- 
posed to take to implement the recom- 
mendations of the report of the Mono- 
polies Commission on the Supply of 
Imported Timber. Mr. Heathcoat 
Amory informed him that Lord Wool- 
ton had already invited representatives 
of the imported timber trade to discuss 
the report with him. (Nov. 23.) 


Appointments Filled 

Sir Wavell Wakefield asked the 
Minister of Agriculture what the 
reason was for the appointment of nine 
more Land Commissioners, main 
grade, three architects, main grade, 
and four architects, recruitment grade, 
in the Land Division, in excess 
of the number employed in 1952-53. 
Mr. Nugent, Parliamentary Secretary, 
pointed out that the actual increases 
in these grades had been six Land 
Commissioners main grade, one archi- 
tect main grade, and six architects re- 
cruitment grade. The appointments 
were made because suitable candidates 
became available to fill vacant posts in 
the approved complement. (Nov. 26. 


Improvement Grants 

Mr. Gower asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he 
was aware that many local authorities 
were reluctant to make the grants for 
modernization and improvements un- 
der the Housing Act, 1949; and what 
he would do to enable such local 
authorities to implement the provisions 
of this Act more fully. Mr. Macmillan 
said that he had no power to compel 
local authorities to make these grants. 
They could be administered success- 
fully only with the local authorities’ 
goodwill. The scope of these opera- 
tions needed to be extended or many 
houses structurally sound would be- 
come slums prematurely. He was con- 
fident that he could persuade local 
authorities to share this view, and 
proposed to issue fresh guidance to 
them on the matter. He also stated 
that the number of applications for 
these grants that had been approved 
was 4,817 in England and 510 in Wales. 


Proposals for anew Architectural 
Department, Birmingham 


Recommendations on the setting up 
of a new Architectural Department of 
Birmingham Corporation will come 
before the next meeting of the City 
Council. 

Since the establishment of the new 
department was proposed in July, 1951, 
the council has already appointed a City 
Architect (Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler) 
and a Deputy City Architect (Mr. J. R. 
Sheridan Shedden). It is proposed 
that the new department should be in- 
augurated on January Ist, 1954, when 
architectural work will pass from the 
control of the Public Works Depart- 
ment. The proposals include one that 
the department shall be placed under 


Mr. €.T. Ashley Smith, F.R.1.B.A., whose appoint- 
ment as County Architect of Kent takes effect 
in April 1954. Mr. Ashley Smith is 46, is 
married with three children and served in the 
last war as a Captain in the Royal Engineers. 
He has been Assistant County Architect, Essex, 
and is at present Deputy County Architect, 
Lancashire. 


the control of the Civic Develop- 
ment Sub-Committee of the General 
Purposes Committee, and that this 
committee will make its services avail- 
able to other committees of the 
Council. 

The report of the General Purposes 
Committee which will be presented on 
Tuesday, Dec. Ist, sets out the work 
the new architectural department will 
have to undertake. This includes the 
design and layout of all corporation 
housing estates, the designing of all cor- 
poration dwellings and the supervision 
of all contracts during the progress of 
the work. 

The department will also be respon- 
sible for the completion and develop- 
ment of comprehensive layouts in the 
Redevelopment Areas and the exercise 
of architectural control over new build- 
ings in the city, through the Public 
Works Committee. 

Finally, it will be in charge of the 
layout, design and supervision of con- 
tracts for building and ancillary 
schemes in the Civic Centre, new 
architectural schemes for council com- 
mittees, and architectural consultative 
work for council committees, including 
the recommendation of private archi- 
tects for specific tasks. 


Bernard Webb Studentship, 1953 


The Bernard Webb Studentship for 
the historical and critical study of 
architecture, which is open to members 
of the Architectural Association and 
tenable under the auspices of the 
British School at Rome, has been 
awarded to Mr. Neil Macfadyen, for a 
study of the relationship of architec- 
ture and sculpture, with special refer- 
ence to 15th and 16th century work in 
Italy. 
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APPOINTMENT 
Mr. R. C, Steel, A.R.I.B.A., at pre- 
sent senior architect in the C.W.S. 
London Architect’s Department, has 
been appointed chief architect, C.W.S., 
Newcastle, in succession to Mr. D, A. 
Roberts, who retires this month. 


PARTNERSHIP 


James Cubitt & Partners, Architects, 
of London, and Leonard Manasseh & 
Partners, Architects, of London, are 
entering into partnership in Singapore 
and will practise from there under the 
style of James Cubitt, Leonard 
Manasseh & Partners. The two firms 
will continue to practise in London as 
hitherto. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Mr. Roff Marsh, A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.L., announces that, due to 
street re-numbering, his office address 
is now 125, London Road, Chelmsford. 

CORRECTION 

On page 636 last week’s issue, Aero 
Research, Ltd., were stated to produce 
their “Ardux” timber floor tile for 
22s 6d a yard laid. The actual price is 
25s a yard for supply only, in the 
London area, and laying by the builder 
is likely to cost another 7s 6d a yard, 
making a total of 32s 6d a yard, laid. 


COMING JEVENTS 
The Ecclesiological Society 
December 5 at 3 p.m. Lecture on 
“The Towering Cathedral—The 
Crown of the City,” by Gerald Cobb, 
F.S.A., at the College of Preceptors’ 
Hall, 2, Bloomsbury Square, W.C.1. 


The Royal Institution of Chartered 

Surveyors 

December 7 at 5.30 p.m. Ordinary 
General Meeting. Address on “The 
Ordnance Survey and Archeology,” by 
C. W. Phillips, M.A., F.S.A., Archeo- 
logy Officer Ordnance Survey, at 12, 
Great George Street, S.W.1. 

R.I.B.A. 

December 8, at 6 p.m. “ Building 
Without Grace: An Aggressive Ex- 
amination,” by Siegfried Charoux, 
ALR.A. 

Royal Institute of British Architects 

December 8 at 6 p.m. Lecture on 
“Building Without Grace: An Aggres- 
sive Examination,” by Siegfried 
ee A.R.A., at 66, Portland Place, 


Architects’ Benevolent Society. 
December 9, 8.30 p.m. to 2 am. 
Annual Ball at Dorchester Hotel. 


London Master Builders’ Association 

December 9 at 2 p.m. General 
Meeting of Area No. 1. Visit of E. L. 
Jones, M.B.E., Secretary, National 
Federation of Building Trades Opera- 
tives (L.R.C.), at Derry & Tom’s Res- 
taurant, Kensington High Street, W.8. 


The Reinforced Concrete Association 

December 9 at 6 p.m. Paper on 
“The Principles and Practical Applica- 
tions of Partially Prestressed Con- 
crete,” presented by Dr. P. W. Abeles, 
D.Sc., M.I.Struct.E., at 11, Upper Bel- 
grave Street, S.W.1. 
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UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD COMPETITION RESULT 


% Ist PREMIUM £5000 GOLLINS, MELVIN, WARD & PARTNERS 
PREMIUM £3000 J. MANSELL JENKINSON & SON 
*% 3Urd PREMIUM £2000 CRUICKSHANK & SEWARD 


Entries which received special mention from the assessors were by 
S. W. Milburn & Partners; Dr. C. Franck; George Subiotto and A. M. Gear 


REPORT BY THE ASSESSORS :— SIR PERCY THOMAS, F. R. S. YORKE & GERARD YOUNG, J.P. 


INETY-NINE designs have been submitted in response 

to your invitation to the architectural profession and 
we are of the opinion that considering the difficulties of the 
problem and the amount of work required in the preparation 
of the schemes the result may be considered highly satis- 
factory. 

We have very carefully examined all the designs sub- 
mitted, and while on the whole the planning is of a fairly 
high standard we do not consider that the architectural treat- 
ment of the elevations reaches the same level. ‘There are, 
however, several schemes of considerable merit, and from 
these we have selected one which in our opinion not only 
provides a fine layout and a master plan for the University 
for many years to come, but has also architectural qualities 
which would indicate that in the author’s hands the com- 
petition design could be developed into a group of buildings 
suitable for their purposes and worthy of the conception 
which the promoters had in mind. 


Design Placed First (No. 55) 

This design in its general layout and disposition of the 
various units fulfils all the requirements of the conditions. 
There is an avoidance of enclosed courts and, generally 
speaking, the plan is of an open and spacious character. The 
Library is placed, as suggested in the conditions, on the site 
in Weston Park to the north of the existing buildings. It 
is compactly planned and the four tiers of the book stack 
in the basement can be constructed when required. The 
Reading Rooms have a pleasant outlook over the Park to 
the west. The Administrative Department is placed in a 
central position facing Western Bank and with the future 
Physics Department forms a central mass which will 
dominate the whole of the Western Bank-Brookhill frontage. 
This building is well set back from Western Bank, but even 
so special precautions will have to be taken for the Physics 
Department against the risk of vibration from traffic on the 
Western Bank-Brookhill thoroughfare. The Arts Depart- 
ment is placed to the east of Winter Street opposite the 
Library in a compactly planned building of 13 floors. We 
feel there is much to be said for the inter-relationship of 
the Library and Arts Departments. The large lecture rooms 
are planned at the ground-floor level, and the remainder 
of the general pool lecture rooms, etc., have good lift and 
Staircase communications. 


The Students’ and Locker Rooms are in the basement 
of the Administrative Block, but part of the lavatory accom- 
modation for students has been arranged on the several floors 
of the Arts Block. 

In the courtyard behind the Administrative Department 
is the Department of Architecture. This is kept at low level 
sO as not to obstruct daylight in the large open courtyard 
formed by the existing buildings and the new extensions. 

With regard to the future extensions, the Medical School 
and the Refectory and Staff House, Union of Students and 
Union Hall are well planned to the south of Western Bank, 
the Medical School being in two units, one of six storeys 
and one of 10, whilst the Refectory, Staff House, etc., is 
grouped with direct communication with the existing Union 
Hall. The central Boiler House is placed in a convenient 
position adjoining Bolsover Street and kept at a low level 
sO aS to preserve a large open space or campus which will 
be an interesting feature of the layout. 

The extensions of the Chemistry Department have been 
planned so as to continue and complete the south-east corner 
of the site, but it is probable that a similar small extension 
would be needed to the west of the new Chemistry Block 
to finish off this portion of the design. 

The elevational treatment is contemporary in character 
and has a simplicity and uniformity which we feel would 
produce a very fine group of buildings. 

The cubical contents (3,680,400 cubic feet) show a due 
regard for economy, and the author’s estimate of £1,153,520 
is based on what we would consider to be reasonable rates. 


Design Placed Second (No. /) 

In this case also the layout and disposition of units is 
excellent, although criticism could be made against the effect 
of the large lecture room block in the courtyard on the light 
of adjoining buildings. 

In this scheme also the Library is placed on the Weston 
Park site, but the Medical Block is placed on the north-east 
triangle (Site D). The Library provides for the book stacks 
being erected partly in the basement and partly in a building 
on the north side, which has the advantage that this portion 
of the accommodation could be added at a later date. The 
Reading Room is on two floors facing Weston Park. 

The Arts building, which faces Western Bank, has most 


Elevations to Western Bank and Brookhill. 
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Winning design. See also pages 689-698 
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NETT TOTAL FLOOR AREAS 
Exclusive of circulation, cloakrooms, ete 
\ 
: 1. PHYSICS DEPARTMENT 39,600 sq fet 
2. MEDICAL SCHOOL 148,800 sq ft a, 
3, REFECTORIES AND STAFF HOUSE 19,200 sq fe 
4. UNION OF STUDENTS 13,000 sq fr 
5. CENTRAL BOILER HOUSE 20,200 sq ft 
6. EXTENSIONS TO EXISTING 
CHEMISTRY BUILDING 44,500 sq ft 
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Elevations to Western Bank and Brookhill. 


2nd Premiwmm Jj. MANSELL JENKINSON & SON of Sheffield 
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ASSESSORS’ REPORT continued 


of its lecture rooms on the north side away from the noise mates are quite inadequate for buildings of this character. 

of traffic with the large Lecture Rooms in a separate block Design Placed Third (No. 45) 
in the quadrangle. The Department of Architecture is on In this schemie the Arts and Administrative Blocks are 
the top floor of the Arts Block. placed adjoining the existing buildings on sites A and B and 
ie . The elevational treatment is, we feel, uninspiring and the Library in Weston Park on site C, but the Department 
fa does not reach the level of the design placed first. The of Architecture is housed in a separate building opposite 
author makes his total cubical content 3,269,650 cubic feet the Library on site D. The Departinents of Physics and 
and estimates the total cost at £679,618; we consider that Chemistry are placed on the east side of Winter Street and 
the rates per cubic foot upon which he has based his esti- the Medical School, nine storeys high, together with Refec- 
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Elevations to Western Bank and Brookhill. 


3rd Premium CRUICKSHANK & SEWARD of Manchester 


tory and Staff House, are grouped to the south of Western 
Bank. The Library has a high vertical book stack. 

Points of criticism of this scheme are the rather congested 
planning, the fact that many of the Lecture Rooms face the 
traffic noise on Western Bank and the placing of the car park 
in an internal quadrangle. 


The elevational treatment is simple and straightforward, 
but the 4th scale drawings do not bear out the promise of 
the y'sth scale sketches. 
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The author estimates that the buildings contain 3,656,280 
cubic feet and the cost is estimated at £958,609. 
Other Designs 

Apart from the premiated designs we would mention 
specially Designs Nos. 7, 14, 44 and 61. These designs all 
possess considerable merit and present interesting solutions 
of the problem, but due either to faults of planning, excessive 
volume, or to lack of architectural quality they fail to attain 
the standard of the three premiated designs. 
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VISIT TO RUSSIA 


A party of ten architects were invited to visit 

Russia for three weeks in September, 1953, by 

the Union of Soviet Architects. This article 

is written by one of them, A. DOUGLAS 

JONES, Director of the Birmingham School 
of Architecture 


i ie way we travelled to Russia was by air from Heath- 
row via Brussels and via Prague, where we stayed for 
a couple of nights, then on to Moscow with a touch-down 
at Minsk for Customs examination. 

During our Russian visit we flew about 8,000 miles, 
much of it by chartered aeroplane which the Soviet archi- 
tects put at our disposal in order to enable us to maintain 
the schedule we had planned. But first let me tell you 
something about Moscow where we were met at the airport 
by a large and attractive Russian, Ivan Markielov, who is 
the Secretary of the Soviet Architects. He was immediately 
rechristened “ Sonny Boy” and this name stuck. “ Sonny 
Boy ” took us to our hotel opposite the Kremlin in a large 
and luxurious limousine called a Zim—the “ M” being for 
Molotof: they have a larger car called the Zis, in this case 
the “S” being for Stalin. The thing that first strikes 
you in Moscow is the enormous width of the streets. Gorky 
Street, built in 1937-9, which runs alongside our hotel is 
about 200 feet wide and this is quite normal. Some streets 
are considerably wider. 

One of our party who was here in 1932 told us that the 
streets in those days were narrow, cobbled affairs with 
wooden buildings on either side. 

In the process of road widening if one of the existing 
buildings was considered to be worth retaining, it was 
moved bodily to new pre-formed foundations. One of the 


The outside of a Moscow underground station. 


The underground concourse of a Moscow station. The 
platform can be seen through the arch on the extreme left 
of the photograph. 


other impressive things about these streets which was par- 
ticularly noticeable in Kiev and Leningrad, is the roadside 
tree planting. Trees of a height of 30ft and more had 
been brought from the forests and planted all along the 
rebuilt streets. I don’t think I am exdggerating when I 
say that of all the towns we visited, with the possible excep- 
tion of Stalingrad, there is now no sign of war damage. 
This proved to be something of an embarrassment to us 
when questioned about our own war damage repairs. 

In Moscow one of the first things you are introduced to 
are the underground stations. The parts of these stations 
that are most frequently illustrated are the large under- 
ground concourses which connect up the platforms. I 
believe that a similar arrangement is being adopted in the 
new London underground stations, whereby instead of 
walking down a platform to your train, you walk down a 
central connecting hall which gives on to the platforms on 
either side of it. These Moscow concourses are free from 
advertisements—which takes an important occupation 
away from the traveller—but they are enormously ornate, 
which is perhaps a compensating factor. After visiting the 
Kremlin and ‘seeing its incredibly richly decorated but very 
lovely Byzantine Churches, one realizes that there is a 
Rissian tradition of elaborate ornamentation which is 
foreign to us, but which may be ingrained in their outlook. 
In fact the Hall of St. George in the 1849 Czar Nicholas 
Palace in the Kremlin has been cribbed “ lock, stock and 
barrel” for one of the Metro stations. 

On the whole I thought that their underground trains 
were inferior to ours, but their station lighting seems to 
be of a higher intensity and their escalators were certainly 
faster! Their stations are incredibly clean, but the fact 
that no one is allowed to smoke in the underground 
probably helps quite a bit. 

Just now I mentioned the Kremlin, and while I don’t 
want to spend much time discussing what we saw there, 
I must mention how well they are looking after their his- 
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Bolshoi Theatre. 


toric buildings. In fact this is true of every worthwhile 
building we saw in Russia. They must have spent millions 
of roubles on this work and in the Kremlin and at Kiev 
they have cleaned and repaired the Mosaics and paintings 
most beautifully. 

Seeing them at work made one think of our own historic 
buildings and not least of Westminster Abbey. 

Three of our evenings in Moscow were spent at the 
Bolshoi theatre where we saw Swan Lake; Ivan Susanin; 
and Russlan and Ludmilla. It was in the Bolshoi in 
February 1917 that Karensky announced the abdication of 
the Czar. I don’t think that anyone could see Swan Lake 
at the Bolshoi and remain unmoved. The colours in the 
auditorium are the traditional ones of gold, red and white, 
and the proscenium curtain is also gold, while the seats are 
covered in a red material. Incidentally, the absence of a 
safety curtain with its attendant advertisement was not felt 
to'be much of a loss. In the centre of the ceiling is an 
enormous chandelier and fixed around the walls at regular 
intervals are candelabra. This form of lighting makes the 
whole place glitter. 

Sitting about three boxes away from us on the opening 
night of the ballet, were Malenkof, Molotof and other mem- 
bers of the government. The only other time I went to 
the theatre in Russia was in Leningrad, where I saw a 
Minsk travelling company play Othello in Russian. This 
went on, accompanied by music all the way through, for 
four hours and ten minutes, including the intervals. 

On our third day in Moscow we were taken to the 
Moscow Institute which is the headquarters of their chief 
architect—Vlasov—a charming and unassuming man not 
unlike Winston Churchill to look at. 

Quite apart from Vlasov’s organization, there is a “ Pro- 
jecting Institute” which deals with the planning problems 
of the City in their broadest terms. Then comes Vlasov’s 
“Institute,” which is responsible to the Moscow Soviet for 
the details of the new plan, for the street patterns, for the 
siting of parks, open spaces, and individual buildings and 

for the design of a number of building types. There are 
separate architect’s offices in Moscow for the design of the 
underground stations, for schools, cinemas, for the univer- 
sity and so forth. Apart from town planning, Vlasov seems 
to be mainly responsible for the provision of new adminis- 
trative offices, and for new dwellings and the ancillary 
buildings that go with them, such as underground garages, 
shops, clubs and so on. 

It is the normal procedure to erect the various building 
types simultaneously and not to concentrate only on dwell- 
ings. In fact in Stalingrad, where heaven knows how many 
dwellings are still needed, they are building a Planetarium, 
but everyone seems to take this for granted. In Russia a 
certain amount of private practice is also encouraged and 


Flats. Moscow. These blocks are erected 
8 months. 


Flats. Moscow. These blocks are erected in from 6 to 
8 months. The Russian cities bristle with tower cranes and 
their building sites are more highly populated with labour 
than our own. But they do get the buildings up quickly. 


Moscow. Multi-storey administrative building. 
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the Moscow underground people seem to put a number 
of their stations out to competition. One member of the 
full-time staff of the Moscow School of Architecture, 
Poliakov by name, has just completed a station which he 
won in open competition. This was the station I men- 
tioned earlier on which was based the design of the Hall 
of St. George in the Kremlin. 

Chief architect Vlasov is the administrative head of 13 
groups of architects—or “ workshops” as they call them! 
Each group is autonomous and has its own architects at the 
head, and under him are structural, civil and electrical 
engineers and other necessary technicians in the ratio of 
about two architects to three engineers. There are no 
“town planners” as such, because the architects are them- 
selves the “town planners.” Their training, which is of 
six years’ duration, usually includes a course in town 
planning. 

Vlasov is in personal command of one of the thirteen 
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Moscow : The new University building. Architect 

Rudniev. The lower block on the extreme left is the 

women’s hostel. This is duplicated on the right-hand 
side of the University by a men’s hostel. 


Left : Flats at Leningrad. 


Below : Stalingrad. The English party with the new 
theatre in the background. 
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Stalingrad. Flats. Architect: Simbirtzev (Stalingrad City 
architect). This is a Stalin Prize building. 


Stalingrad. Steps leading down to the water front. 


“workshops,” and he is dealing with the south-west part 
of Moscow, around the new University. Most of our 
time at the Institute was spent in Vlasov’s section. The 
area in front of the University which is now occupied 
with small buildings is to become a public park. At the 
end of this park, and on an axis of the University, there 
is a river which curls round at this point in an almost 
complete semi-circle. This river is to be widened and 
its water content is to be considerably increased, and in 
its bend a new stadium is to be built. Around the Univer- 
sity itself a number of artificial lakes are to be con- 
structed, and the siting of some of the new buildings on 
the lakeside is reminiscent of school sketch designs. One 
of the proposed lakeside buildings I particularly noticed 
was an open-air concert “bowl.” On the side of the 
University away from the park new administrative build- 
ings are planned, and these are to be divided up by a wide 
tree-planted open space, and beyond this new dwellings 
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Sketch scribble of planning proposals round Moscow 
University. 
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Stalingrad. Store. It was in the basement of this building 
that Von Paulus surrendered. 


are to go up. Work has already started on some of these. 

Certainly everything is being planned on a lavish scale : 
the new tree-lined boulevards are to be 150 metres wide ! 
And everything is very formal. : 

When I was in Prague, which is a thoroughly medieval 
city, I got so tired of the medieval street pattern, and I 
longed for the charm of the Renaissance Vista and for 
the wide Parisian boulevards and parks. The new Mos- 
cow will certainly have all these desirable qualities, but I 
am afraid that it may also have monotony thrown in as 
well—and possibly traffic complications at road junctions 
(as if we hadn’t any). The Moscow architects are betting 
on the efficiency of plenty of white lines painted on the 
wide roads. They may be right : they certainly will have 
no problem of narrow roads. But to return to this ques- 
tion of monotony. No houses are to be built in the new 
Moscow—only flats. A good deal of private house build- 
ing does go on outside Moscow in town and country, and 
the Government advance 10,000 roubles to those who 
wish to build—but no new houses will be built in the City 
of Moscow. Further, all new flat building appears to be 
more or less of a height which is about 8 storeys at I11ft 
floor to floor. 

Vlasov obviously realizes the danger of monotony, and 
he is attempting to give his blocks of flats a “feeling of 
plasticity,” as he called it, by introducing projections and 
set backs both in plan and section, and by using “the 
English bay window.” He is also hoping to use more 
colour, and some of the drawings we saw on the draw- 
ing boards used the traditional Russian Baroque reds 
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The architects’ party were taken up the Volga-Don canal in 
this launch on which we spent the day. Here at the tenth lock 
the canal widens out. Its average width is about | 5Oft. 


Erevan. Market. Architect : Agababiang(City architect). 


and whites. Probably the high multi-storey administra- 
tive blocks will help the skyline quite a bit. The older 
post-war blocks of flats are of brick or brick faced with 
“ceramics,” and I think they’re deadly to look at. In 
fact, it was a relief to get to older, but more dilapidated, 
parts of the town. It is only fair to say, however, that 
these completed blocks have been rushed up since the 
war, and Vlasov’s new buildings will be a great advance 
on what we saw built. 

A further inhibition are the standard flat plans which 
are used to speed erection. Such troubles are not un- 
known to us. In these Russian plans bathrooms and 
W.C.s are on inside walls, which gets over one problem 
of fenestration, and the draining is being pre-fabricated 
in with the wall panel. By our standards they use a lot 
of corridor space, and their headroom is far greater at 
11ft floor to floor. My impression of the Moscow flats 
was that the planning was very good, while in Stalingrad 
less attention seems to be paid to the relationship of bed- 
rooms to bathroom and kitchen to dining-room. Yet 
another complication which the Russian architects have 
to cope with, and which is brought about by the need 
for speed of erection, is the standardization of the parts 
of buildings. Because of the lack of private enterprise 
in Russia, they are able to plan on a vast scale: this has 
great advantages from the point of view of mass-produc- 
tion and its beneficial influence on the cost and on the 
speed of erection. But this large-scale planning also has 
inherent dangers, and until speed of erection ceases to be 
the overriding consideration, a condition may not exist in 
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Armenia. Mount Ararat is on the right-hand side of the 
photograph, It rests just inside the Turkish border. 


Erevan. Town centre. 


which average groups of architects: are able to produce 
attractive buildings. I don’t know to what extent the parts 
of buildings are being standardized, but in the Moscow 
building exhibition we saw a good deal of evidence of it, 
including some pre-cast classical details, and it looks as 
if standardization will develop further with the introduc- 
tion of framing and prestressed concrete, and they are 
now experimenting with these forms of construction. 
This problem is not confined to Russia, but it is more 
acute there because of the nature of their administra- 
tion. Two types of flat that we saw both in Moscow and 
in Stalingrad consisted of two bedrooms, bathroom and 
W.C., sitting-room, dining-room, kitchen and maid’s bed- 
room, with its washing space adjacent to the kitchen for 
reasons of drainage, but in the other type there was only 
one bedroom and one living-room and no maid’s room. 
The flats were all centrally heated and provided with gar- 
bage chutes, and the T.V. aerials on the older blocks of 
flats were thicker to the square yard than they are over 
here. Generally speaking, joinery, door furniture and 
bathroom and kitchen fittings are of a poorer quality 
than our own—although the windows are double. The 
inferior quality of these things is due to the fact that since 
1917 Russia has been obliged to concentrate on the 
development of heavy industry, and the less-important 
consumer goods have had to take a back seat. 

Soviet housing is a charge on the National budget, and 
flat rents are based on the tenant’s income. This varies 
from 5 per cent to 8 per cent of his pay packet. By having 
low rents, and by basing them on income, it enables a 
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system to operate in which people of both higher and 
lower income groups can live together. Vlasov’s and the 
other studios in which all this work is being done, are 
pleasant, light rooms, and about a third of the staff seem 
to be women. All round the studios were books of Italian 
detail, and any of the drawings that the staff were working 
on could win the Tite prize. It will be interesting to see 
what happens to classical detail when prestressed con- 
crete really comes into its own. There is the same affec- 
tion for the classics in both the Moscow and Leningrad 
Schools of Architecture, and presumably in the other 
schools as well. Two of the members of the staff of the 
Moscow School who had qualified in 1908 and 1914 
respectively, told me that the training to-day in design, 
drawing and presentation, is exactly the same as it was 
in their student days, and they saw no reason to change 
it. This, of course, is not true of the technical side of 
their training. There are seven applicants for each place, 
at any rate, in the Moscow and Leningrad schools of 
architecture, and each student holds a State grant. The 
schools train people who can follow in the footsteps of 
those who have already qualified, and all in all, it seemed 
to me that the Russian schools of architecture lead well- 
ordered and settled lives, which must give everyone a 
sense of satisfaction and security except for the rebels 
of this world—and I suppose they just go mad. 

Of course, the Russians have tried out and rejected 
what we choose to call “modern” architecture, and 
which they call “constructivism.” There is a large Cor- 
busier administrative building in Moscow put up in 1932, 
and although it is in a first-class state of repair, it does 
look pretty grim. The Russians feel that our “ Construc- 
tivist’’ architecture does not cater primarily for “the 
people,” but rather for a coterie of like-minded “ Con- 
structivists.””. They are probably right, but I didn’t find 
the Russian architects making any great effort to find out 
what the Russian people really want. In any case, I 
don’t see how they could begin to set about it. I think 
it is probable that they are working to a broadly based 
but preconceived esthetic formula which attempts to take 
account of tradition which constructivism does not, but 
which is entirely transitory. In saying this I am not try- 
ing to fool myself that our architecture is anything but 
transitory, too. If “Constructivism” is rejected, and as 
we have not got the necessary scientific knowledge to 
build an architecture based on human need, then the only 
remaining alternative is to do what the Russians are 
doing—though considerable improvements and refine- 
ments can be made. Perhaps before many years have 
passed they will be forced to give more attention to “ Con- 
structivism” for the following three reasons. First, it 
is inevitable that there will be an increase in the develop- 
ment of methods of prefabrication; second, there will be 
a tremendous increase in the quantity and quality of con- 
sumer goods, and when this happens the shop window 
will become important. At present shop windows in 
Russia are relatively unimportant, and this is a great help 
to the “Classical” architect. The third reason I men- 
tioned is that with the intellectual development of the 
Russian people as a whole; they may demand a more 
adventurous, esthetic approach to their architecture. 

At present their better architects are trying to interpret 
rather than slavishly to copy classical architecture, and 
Rudniev, the delightful principal architect of the new 
Moscow University, told us that he realized he had made a 
mistake in designing a classical porch to the University. 
What I failed to discover was why he didn’t seem to feel 
the same way about the University interiors, many of which 
are entirely classical. Rudniev also made another reveal- 
ing remark when he said that he liked to think of his 
buildings “in terms of the plan, and that if a plan worked 


687 


Erevan. 


Theatre, faced in granite. Architect : Tamanian. 


Thomon. 


Leningrad. The Royal Palace 1762. Architect : Rastrelli. 


well the right architectural expression would be achieved.” 

When I had visited the Moscow School of Architecture 
I couldn’t understand why the head was so emphatic that 
it was an honour for his school to be independent of the 
University. He mentioned this on two occasions. 

Looking back, what he said tends to confirm my original 
feeling that the new University is a hybrid institution, a 
cross between a University and a technical college. In 
trying to assess Rudniev’s design I think one might have 
to take this into account. 

Before leaving the University I want to just mention 
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the four statues which are sited two-thirds of the way up 
the central block and at its corners. These statues are 
made up of cubes of melted stone. At the building exhi- 
bition we had already seen examples of melted basalt and 
melted limestone ! 

From Moscow we flew to Stalingrad by “ public” plane 
and we were met at the airport at 8.30 a.m. by Simbirtzev, 
the Stalingrad City architect. The wartime front line 
at Stalingrad is now marked every few hundred yards 
along its length by tank turrets. I had not realized what 
a narrow strip of land the Russians had held here; in places 
it was only a few hundred yards deep and it ran along the 
River Volga, across which the Russians were supplied at 
night. After the German surrender not one single build- 
ing remained intact, but you can see from the photographs 
how much building has been carried out since then. The 
Stalingrad Sword is looked after with great reverence in 
the City Museum. 

The three most interesting things at Stalingrad are the 
new Hydro Electric project, the Volga-Don Canal, and 
the Children’s railway. 

The Hydro-Electric scheme, which was started in 1950 
and is to be completed in 1956, consists of a dam 5} kilo- 
metres long together with a system of locks, across the 
Volga. It is intended to raise the level of the water by 
23 metres for the dual purpose of electric power and 
irrigation and an inland lake will be ee of similar 
proportions to the artificial Tsimlanska “ sea” near Rostov- 
on-Don. (The Tsimlanska sea is some ral ae of kilo- 
metres long and some dozens wide.) Already the timber 
lining the river Volga is being felled and floated away in 
the form of rafts with little huts built on them for those 
in charge. 

The Volga-Don Canal, which was opened last year, con- 
nects these two rivers so that sizeable ships can now travel 
between the Black Sea and the Caspian. This Canal, 
which is 104 kilometres long and has 14 locks, was built 
in three years! 

The Canal cuts into the Steppes, a dull landscape not 
unlike the Denbigh moors, but on a much vaster scale. 
We went as far as the tenth lock and while we were there 
it got dark. I shall never forget the twilight over the empty 
steppes on the edge of the Don-Cossack country, with the 
dogs barking and breaking the silence and the lights going 
up in the few houses round the lock. 

Unfortunately, I have no photographs of the children’s 
railway that I mentioned earlier on. There are children’s 
railways in a number of Russian towns, and they consist 
of a more or less full-size train which runs on about three 
miles of track and is manned entirely by children. Parents 
are allowed on the train on sufferance, if they have a very 
young child with them. One of these trains which runs 
along the embankment at Stalingrad passed by us on one 
of our sight-seeing tours. It looked rather life an Emett 
train and all the seats appeared to be occupied. 

From Stalingrad we flew via Rostov, where we were 
impressed to see two navvies drinking champagne for their 
elevenses and where we also discovered that it isn’t done 
to offer tips in Russia! Then on to Erevan, the capital 
of Armenia. 

Erevan sits near the foot of Mount Ararat and is nearly 
in both Turkey and Persia. Mount Ararat is the mountain 
on which Noah’s Ark became lodged when the floods sub- 
sided. This is not surprising because it is about 17,000ft 
high. There are still remains of the old romantic town of 
Erevan left—built up in terraces with stone walls, flat- 
roofed and often colonnaded. But the new town is sweep- 
ing all that away, which seems inevitable and nice for the 
inhabitants, but a pity from the point of view of the 
picturesque. The new buildings here are more indigenous 
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than the new architecture we have seen elsewhere in 
Russia, and the craftsmanship in stone, wood and metal 
is of a very high standard. 

If I don’t dwell on Erevan you must not imagine that we 
didn’t have a wonderful time there—including our one 
and only dust storm. The Russian hospitality and kind- 
ness was always unbounded wherever we went and the 
Russians seem to have jolly strong heads for liquor. But 
at Erevan we had our finest hour when one member of 
our party drank the City architect under the table. 

From Erevan we flew through the Caucasus—the highest 
mountains in Europe, and via the Black Sea to Kiev. 

This town, the capital of the Ukraine, at one time the 
capital of Russia, is full of the most lovely Byzantine and 
Renaissance buildings. It is also the home of the delicious 
Kiev Cutlets. 

On the plane to Kiev we helped ourselves to peaches 
from a large box which we opened but later discovered 
belonged to the pilot. Although the necessary apologies 
were made, I noticed to my horror that the box had some- 
how followed us into our hotel. We visited a Collective 
farm. outside Kiev, but I don’t think the “farmer- 
architects” in our party were particularly impressed with 
their standards of farming compared with our own, and it 
didn’t surprise us that the Supreme Soviet had recently 
announced their new agricultural policy which envisages a 
substantial increase in production. 

While we had been sweltering in the heat at Erevan, at 
Leningrad (which we reached after Kiev) we had to wear 
overcoats and turn our coat collars up. At Leningrad a 
number of us rang up our homes, which must have caused 
considerable. commotion in some rural telephone 
exchanges. It would be possible to write about Lenin- 
grad for hours, but I am going to content myself by just 
saying that it must be one of the most lovely cities in 
Europe and, together with the — Palaces at 
Peterhof, Pavlovsk and Tsarskoe Selo, it is surely the 
richest part of the world in 18th ws a architecture. 

We left Leningrad as we left all the cities we visited with 
regret and travelled first-class (there are three classes) by 
night train back to Moscow in very comfortable sleepers. 


Peter Hof Palace near Leningrad. Fountains, approx. !750. 

Architect: Rastrelli. The figures, which are sheathed in gold, 

are replacements as the originals were removed by the 
Germans. 
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The Winning Design : 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF 


ip preparing our scheme we have regarded it as ail- 
important that the new and old buildings taken together 
should reflect the character of a major University and it 
has been our endeavour to relate the proposed to the 
existing departments and to ensure that their siting and 
detailed planning allows full advantage to be taken of 
Weston Park and the commanding views over Sheffield. 

The individual buildings have been planned for quiet, 
aspect, correct relationship between one department and 
the other, ease of administration and circulation and their 
height, shape and siting have been governed by the necessity 
of their being co-ordinated in an architectural conception 
embodying all the units of the scheme. 

Congested planning and enclosed courtyards have been 
avoided and to the north of Western Bank the major buildings 
are free standing in a setting of parkland and are approached 
from the University Campus which links with Weston 
Park and forms a communal open space in the heart of the 
University precincts. Particular attention has been paid 
to the siting and layout of the campus, which we have 
regarded as one of the main features of our scheme and 
which is envisaged treated with a variety of paving textures 
blending naturally into the park. 

The tall free-standing Arts Department Block is the focal 
point of the plan with the low, square Library its foil and the 
combined Administration and Physics Building is the link 
between the existing University and the Chemistry Block. 
Magnificent views would be obtained from the campus 
and their impact will be all the greater for their being 


Sheffield University Competition 


GOLLINS, 


Yail VP 


MELVIN, WARD & PARTNERS 


suddenly seen when approached through the open ground 
floor of the Physics Building. 

The main entrance is combined with the existing entrance 
to Firth Hall where the students now enter; subsidiary 
entrances at each end of the campus are also proposed. 
The service entrance to the boiler house will be from Bolsover 
Street at the back of the existing Chemistry Building. 
Sections of Work. 

Library, Arts Departments and Administration have 
been placed on sites “A,” “B,” “C” and “D” and 
their construction should cause minimum interference with 
the buildings already in use by the University Authorities. 

Winter Street will be left undisturbed during the First 
Phase Building Operations and would only need to be 
diverted when the Physics Department is started though 
its earlier diversion would have the advantage of allowing 
the campus to be developed sooner. 

Site ““E” at the rear of the Chemistry Block will be 
left open except for the boiler house and on Sites “ F”’ 
and ““G” will be sited the Medical School, Refectory 
and Staff House and the Union of Students. We suggest 
that site ‘“‘H”’ be left unallocated for the time being. 


Library. 

The Promoters’ recommendation that the Library be 
placed on Site ““C” has been followed and it has been 
planned as a low, square block with the main entrance 
slightly above the level of the campus and the reading 
rooms on the first floor. This plan type has allowed the 
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reading rooms to be all on one level and has ensured that 
there should be no obstruction to the view of the park 
from the adjoining and much higher Arts Department 
Building. 
Arts Departments. 

The great difference between the requirements of the 
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Architecture Department on the one hand and the General 
Pool on the other, together with the note in the Conditions 
that these buildings need not be planned together, has led 
us to suggest that they should be quite separate, thereby 
allowing them to be designed to fulfil their purpose to the 
greatest possible degree. 

Continued on page 698 
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and Arts — General Pool. 
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Missen-hut canteen 


TRANSFORMED WITH | FLOORING! 


SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND some fortunate Allied Servicemen 
relax from duty in these pleasant surroundings. Yet the 
exterior gives no indication of the colourful “* decor” inside 


for the building is a plain Nissen hut ! 


Accotile helped in this amazing transformatior For when 


you have a choice of 22 colours in 12” x 12” or 9” x 9” tiles 


you can permutate the design possibilities almost to infinity 
And when this colour range is allied to hard-wearing quali 
ties, ease of maintenance and speed of laying you can 
understand why Accotile was “‘ called up” for service ! This 


floor will last longer than its need, show less marks than 


most other surfaces and be unaffected by moisture even if 
laid Over concrete direct on earth 
Accotile is laid only by Armstrong Cork Co. Ltd., or 
approved Specialist Contractors from over 90 branches 
and Depots throughout the country. Full informative 
literature gladly sent on request 

* British Registered Trade Mark 663698, Armstrong 


Cork Company Limited, Registered User 


ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY LTD 
Telephone: CHAncery 6281 


ACCOTILE 1S RIGHT FOR DOMESTIC INTERIORS, TOO! 
as this model kitchen designed by ** Modern Woman" shows. The colour 
ful, durable surface, so easily cleaned, is a joy to the most houseproud 
woman. With personal designs and colour harmonies for each room, 
Accotile can be laid right through the house 


Flooring Dept., BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C.2. 


| 7 


Balustrades for a Town Hall. 
Gates for its forecourt. 
Railings for the park outside. 


BAYLISS JONES & 
BAYLISS LIMITED 


Head Office : Victoria Works, Wolverhampton. Telephone : Wolverhampton 20441 
London Office: 139 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. Telephone: Mansion House 8524 
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WHITE OIL PAINT 


“SLATE-GREY-BLACK OIL PAINT 


- HARDWOOD COVER STRIPS 
SYCAMORE -FACED PLY, WAXED FINISH | 
WHITE BEAD 
CHROMIUM PLATED REFLECTOR 
FLUORESCENT LIGHTING 
PLATE GLASS 
Par OBSCURED SLIDING GLASS SCREENS 
2 1/4" » 2 4" « 1/4" M S. ANGLE 
| SYCAMORE GLAZING STRIP ae 
Thm | | 


~ 7 OBSCURED SLIDING GLASS SCREENS 
BRICK 
LS 
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<4 \ (2 GLASS SHELVES | 
9" BRICK 
| 
SHOWCASE t 
3/4" x 1" SLATS 
Lae 1 | 
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— —| 
— — | 
i2 ADJUSTABLE — 
GLASS SHELVES 4 
| 
SLIDING GLASS 
SCREENS 
M.S ANGLE | 
~ L = 
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2 1/2" 3/4" 1 + 
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COPPER 
FLASHING 
SECTION ELEVATION SCALE 1/2"=I'O 


OFF-LICENSE SHOWCASE, PUBLIC HOUSE, STEVENAGE CLIFFORD HOLLIDAY 
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SHOWCASE: PUBLIC HOUSE, STEVENAGE 


ARCHITECT: CLIFFORD HOLLIDAY 
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CARTER TILING 
in schools 


School buildings have become a field for 
experiment but the new techniques continue the 
demand for ceramic materials. These do an 
excellent job on walls and floors and their 
colours and textures will be just as fresh when 
Johnnie is a grandfather. The possibilities 

of patterned tiles, faience or mosaic are almost 
unlimited. A few copies of the Carter 


Quarterly on Schools are still available. 


THE CARTER GROUP 
CARTER & CO. LTD., Poole, Dorset. Telephone: Poole 125 
CARTER & CO. LONDON LID Albert Embankment, SELL. Telephone: Reliance 1471 
Manchester Office: 27 Brazennose Street, Manchester 2. Telephone Blackfriars 209 
COMMERCIAL MARBLE & TILES LTD... Newcastle-on-Tyne. Telephone Jesmond 
R. CAMPBELL & SONS, Edinburgh 6. 7 hone Leith 39188 


Associated Companic Art Pavements & Decoratio Ltd 
The Marbolith Flooring Co. Lid J. WH. Barratt & Co, (1927) Lid, 


+> > + 
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Economical 
Overheads 


ate 

ie C.1.B.A. Laboratories Ltd., Horsham, 
Res: Sussex. Contractors, Rowland Bros., 
a Horsham, roofed with Bitumetal, 
Briggs Modern Development in 
oe Aluminium Roofing. 


, = Briggs Roof is designed to endure... year after year defying 
sun, rain, frost... production increased by efficient insulation. 
valuable plant permanently protected from the weather and 
completely sealed from draught, dust or soot. 

Briggs Roofs comprise :— 

Bitumetal— An Aluminium Deck providing ceiling and roof. 
Multi-Layer Bitumen Roofing — For waterproofing and weather 
proofing new or existing decks of any type. 

Attractive permanent coloured finishes can be laid on top to 
harmonise with the landscape. 

There is a Briggs specification for every type of roof, Flat, Sloping 
or Curved, and trained roofing technicians are ready in every part of 
the country to tackle roofs large or small. 

Ask our nearest Area Manager for the latest technical data on 
modern roof construction. 


William Briggs 


London, Vauxhall Grove, S.W.8 Regd. Office Dundee 


OFFICES & DEPOTS ALSO AT ABERDEEN BELFAST BRISTOL 
EDINBURGH - GLASGOW - LEICESTER LIVERPOOL NORWICH 
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Continued from page 690 


General Pool. 


The great number of rooms of similar area and similar 
purpose in the General Pool indicated to us that they would 
best be planned in a tall building of thirteen storeys where 
the accommodation could be largely repeated on each floor. 
The shape of the building, which is the focal point of the 
architectural design of the scheme, contrasts with the 
low Library opposite and ensures that all the rooms, except 
the tiered Lecture Rooms, look either west over Weston 
Park or east over Sheffield. This arrangement also allows 
a series of staff rooms to be used in conjunction with particular 
lecture rooms and has been chosen in preference to a plan 
type where the Lecture Rooms and Staff Rooms are rigidly 
separate. 


Administration. 


The accommodation required under this heading has 
been grouped in a seven-storeyed building in the natural 
focus of the layout completing, in fact, the unfinished plan 
of the main existing University buildings. To avoid 
developing the site with many small units and to free as 
much ground around the buildings as possible, it is suggested 
that the Physics Department be regarded as the second half 
of the Administration Building. A long and comparatively 
low building sufficiently heavy in weight to act as a centre 
to the existing University and Chemistry Buildings on each 
wing will thus be ensured. 

The main entrance is on the first floor which, due to the 
fall of the site, is at that point at ground level and adjoins 
the existing main entrance to Firth Hall. Two car parks, 
one at the front and one at the rear, are provided with a total 
capacity for over fifty cars. 


Physics Department. 

The majority of the accommodation required for this 
department is provided on the five upper floors at the east 
end of the block facing Western Bank which at its west end 
forms the Administration Block. The building has been 
kept well behind the Western Bank building line to reduce 
interference from vibration and it is suggested that the 
large laboratories should be planned on the north side of 
the block to ensure good light and quiet. 

The large Lecture Theatre is placed on the ground floor 
near the main entrance and the stores are in the basement. 
The greater part of the ground floor is open and provides, 
approximately on the old line of Winter Street, both access 
to the campus and space for students to congregate on 


Administration and physics block, 
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their way from the cloakrooms to the various departments. 


Medical School. 

The greater part of Sites “‘F’’ and ‘*G”’ has been 
reserved for this accommodation which, it is proposed, 
should largely be provided in two multi-storeyed blocks, the 
lower of six floors running roughly parallel to Western 
Bank and the higher of ten floors at right-angles near the 
west boundary of the site. Lecture Theatres would form a 
subsidiary wing. 

The open court to the south could be developed part as 
a car park, part as a garden, as circumstances require and 
the main entrance at the west end of the lower block would 
be reached from both this court and from Western Bank. 


Refectories and Staff House. 

It is suggested that these departments should be grouped 
with the Union of Students and form with the Union Hall 
a six-storey building adjoining and to the north of the existing 
Union of Students. The Refectories and Staff House 
would be on the upper three floors and would be approached 
by two staircases and lifts at either end of the Union Hall 
which is on the ground floor and approximately eight 
feet above natural ground level. 


Union of Students. 

This accommodation forms part of the multi-storeyed 
building which also contains the Refectories and Staff 
House and is on the lowest floor immediately below the 
Union Hall. Direct covered access at ground and lower 
ground floor level is provided to the existing Union Building 
by way of an entrance hall common to both buildings. 


Central Boiler House. 

It is envisaged that it will be necessary to build the 
Boiler House at least simultaneously with the last third of 
Section ‘‘ A’”’ and possibly earlier and a site has, therefore, 
been chosen which is both central to the whole scheme and 
readily available. It has been placed on Site “E” 
immediately behind the Chemistry Block with its service 
yard at the same level as the lower ground floor of the 
Chemistry Department directly approached from outside 
the University precincts in Bolsover Street. 

Extensions to Existing Chemistry Building. 

In view of the Promoters’ preference for lateral rather 
than vertical extension, the 8,000 sq ft of accommodation 
originally planned for the second Chemistry Floor to be 
built on the existing building has been added to the required 
total floor area of the extension covered by this competition. 


winning design. 
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HOPES 


ALUMINIUM 
PATENT GLAZING 


‘CL. BAR FOR SPANS UP TO 10’ 6’ 
ALSO -BL- BAR FOR SPANS UP TO 9’ 0° 
AND -AL- BAR FOR SPANS UP TO 7’ 6° 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM & 17 BERNERS ST., LONDON, W.1 
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ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM 
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in Alminal Hollow Extrusions, providing 


the most economical method of obtaining lightness 


of material and lightness of form combined with 


strength. Solid extrusions have a host of uses— 


hollow extrusions carry these uses into all kinds of 


unexpected fields. They, too, are produced to close 


tolerances and have a smooth, clean, bright and 


attractive appearance; they save time in fabrication 


and assembly and require negligible maintenance. 


Southern Forge trp 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH | RD tranwnam aovar sucas 


MEADFIELD ROAD - LANGLEY - BUCKS 
Telephone: LANGLEY 30! 


ALLOY EXTRUSIONS, TUBES AND FORGINGS 
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Continued 


HE Silver Jubilee Building Ex- 
hibition has run its allotted span. 
But at the time of writing, each day 
seems to bring a greater number of 
visitors than that preceding, and as a 
whole the Exhibition bids fair to be 
ranked one of the most successful of 
the period which this year’s Jubilee 
celebrates. In this follow-up note are 
described further exhibits to add to 
the information which has already 
appeared in the last three Special 
Building Exhibition numbers of The 
Architect and Building News. 


J. A. Kinc & Co., LTD., were 
showing as a central feature of their 
stand an arch in Glascrete construc- 
tion spanning diagonally across and 
formed of their new type 80 construc- 
tion, made up of 12in x 12in glasses 
set at 14in centres. Glascrete is a 
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combination of specially designed glass 
units embedded in mesh reinforced 
concrete. It is suitable for providing 
natural lighting in many different 
types of building and the versatility of 
the material was well represented on 
the stand. 


SEALOCRETE PRopucts, LtTp., who 
are well known for their Sealantone 
liquid colours, have a new, attractive 
colour in their mid-green. Sealantone 
costs 30s a gallon and can be used 
for colouring granolithic. It is under- 
stood that the company will be intro- 
ducing shortly a new tile which it is 
claimed will be suitable for laying on 
timber floors. 


BRITISH PLASTER BOARD, LTD., 
gave special emphasis on their stand 


The 


Bolton Gate Co. 


Sketches 


by 


G. Earle 


gineering Appliances, Ltd. 


The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors’ stand. 


Wickham, 


No-Bolt Tubular Scaffolding 
by British Building and En- 


Designer: Patrick Gwynne, 


to two of their latest developments 
—a plastered suspended ceiling, 
known as Paraclip, and a dry partition 
board, Paramount. The Paramount 
partition consists of prefabricated 
panels made of two plastered wall 
boards separated by a fibrous interior 
in the form of square cells. The Para- 
clip ceiling system makes use of a very 
simple but effective type of clip which 
allows a plastered finish to be applied 
quickly and economically. 


New products shown by CRITTALL 
MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., were 
Crittall Solomatic Venetian Blinds 
which can be fitted on the outside or 
inside of windows and which are made 
of flexible aluminium slats, and a new 
version of the Crittall-Luxfer Alu- 
minium Double-Hung Sash made 
from extruded sections. 


‘*Glydover’’ all-stee/ 
overhead garage door by the 
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Supataps displayed by F. H. 
BourNnerR & Co. (ENGINEERS), LTD., 
are now too well known to need 
description. The Supadynamic car- 
tridge-operated tool for driving in 


‘pins may not be so widely known. It 


will take bolts up to 4in diameter. 


ComMPAcToM, Ltp., exhibited 
several varieties of internal partition- 
ing with either hardwood or aluminium 
structural members. Both types are 
suitable for a wide choice of infilling 
panel, dependent upon the degree of 
insulation and finish required. Other 
exhibits of interest were a range of 
built-in fitments suitable for domestic 
use and some W.C. cubicles made up 
in the same manner which aroused 
great interest among visitors to the 
stand. 


Two points of particular interest on 
the CopPpER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIA- 
TION stand were:—(1) the develop- 
ment of a new method of weathering 
to the ridge of a slate or tile roof by 
means of a Copper Saddle, and (2) a 
tool, recently introduced, for opening 
out copper tube for capillary jointing, 
which saves special fittings. 


Lewis BERGER (GREAT BRITAIN), 
Ltp., introduced a new range of 
Styrene-based paint called Berger- 
master Gloss Enamel, made in 48 
colours. Another feature of this stand 
was the publicization of their consult- 
ing service to architects and other 
specifying authorities. 
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Continued 


Review 


An impressive display on view at 
the stand of CHEECOL, LTD., were 
two blocks of lightweight concrete 
floating in a tank of water. The firm 
claims to be able to contro] aeration 
of concrete to a high degree. With 
their Cheecol Powder and Liquids 
they claim to make building blocks 
loadbearing, waterproof, nailable and 
with improved qualities of thermal 
insulation. 


Hitcer & Watts, Ltp.’s stand 
gave great prominence to the display 
of the Cowley level. With its new 
extension clamp it is even simpler to 
use than before. The clamp enables 
levels to be taken with the extension 
rods in use without having to lower 
and raise the measuring staff every 
time the cross-bar needs adjustment. 


Film strips on the stand of REN- 
TOKIL, LTD., were used to further 
the cause of wood preservation. Sub- 
jects shown dealt with fungi and 
wood-boring insects, beetles, etc. The 
stand showed displays of different size 
sprays and injectors for the application 
of any of Rentokil’s three types of pre- 
serving liquid. 


A. J. Binns, Ltp., displayed a 
large variety of door and window and 
cloakroom fittings in the Dryad range 
as well as examples of their chain link 
fencing. They also showed photo- 
graphs of hard tennis courts con- 
structed by the firm. 

The sliding window by P. G. ALL- 


Allday”’ Sliding Window. 


pay & Co., has two sheets of jin plate 
glass set 4in apart with a 3in overlap. 
The panes are completely frameless 
and run in a bottom track of drawn 
brass, supported at the top by an alu- 
minium-alloy channel. The maximum 
height with }in plate glass is 7ft 
overall, any width up to 12ft can be 
supplied. 

A plastic channel strip is fitted to 
the outer edges of the panels which 
run into the sides of the mullions to 
act as a buffer. Another plastic strip 
may be fixed to one pane where the 
overlap occurs to minimize draught 
when the window is placed in an 
exposed position. 

Window locks are fitted into the 
mullions on each side. 


Left, the Ruberoid stand, below, the 
Square Hole Shovel by S. Guiterman & 
Co. Ltd., made in three sizes, 6, 12 and 
18 inch, will dig to a depth of 12 feet. 
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CRITTALL 
WINDOWS 


PAISLEY 


| * 
BELFAST 


DONCASTER 


LIVERPOOL 


LEICESTER 


readily 


at these stock depots throughout 


country, and from many stockist Builders Merchants. Now that 
steel rationing has ended, hot-dip galvanized Crittall 
Standard Metal Windows can be delivered 
to housing sites throughout the 


country with very little delay. 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., BRAINTREE 
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“* The brontosaurus disappeared, we are told, because 


he failed to adapt himself to his environment.” 


“Now where might that observation, unusual 


for an architect, be leading 2” 


‘*To a subject that concerns contractors too — the 
disappearance of sand-based plasters in favour of 


Carlite — the modern . . . 


. +. pre-mixed vermiculite plaster, yes? Do 


you yourself specify Carlite 2” 


Of course. 
fail to be met exactly. Because Carlite is pre-mixed 


Then I know my specification cannot 


it can be exactly controlled at the factory. Every 


© For full details of Carlite write to: 
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batch must be of the same standard.” 


“That’s more than I can be sure of with our 
men splashing around in water and sand. What 


headaches Carlite can save us contractors.” 


‘*Not a headache — if I may borrow a slogan — in 
a hogshead! Does a better job too. Carlite is tough 
and cracks only with difficulty, the thermal insulation 
is better. And here’s something for you builders. Carlite 


weighs less than half as much as sand-based plaster.” 


“That would relieve us of some prodigious 
like 


kind of specification it’s a pleasure to meet.” 


the 


weight-lifting feats. Carlite sounds 


The Carlisle Plaster & Cement Co., Cocklakes, Carlisle. 
The Gotham Company Ltd., Wheeler Gate, Nottingham 


4 
Out of date! who? me: 
| 
Bia | | 
A 
| 
‘ 
A 
2 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 3 December 1953  ®W 


News from 
A SUMPTUOUS tea-party was 

held at the School of Architec- 
ture on Monday, November 9. 

The occasion was the visit to Bir- 
mingham of Mr. Alexandrov, the great 
Russian film director, on the invitation 
of the Director, A. Douglas Jones. 
Alexandrov has come to this country 
with his latest creation, the film 
of “Glinka,’ now being shown in 
London. 

We all were the Director’s guests 
and the visitors included the Chairman 
of the Governors, Sir Wilfrid Mar- 
tineau, the Chief Education Officer, 
Mr. E. L, Russell, the Principal of the 


College, Mr. Meredith Hawes, and 
representatives from the University, 
the Birmingham theatres and other 


Birmingham 


friends, as well as the students’ Presi- 
dent and Secretary. 

The Staff room had been tidied up 
and white tablecloths took the place of 
the unmarked drawings, the half-com- 
pleted lecture notes and the trade 
catalogues. Unprecedented quantities 
of sausage rolls, cakes, trifles and tea 
were offered all round and our Russian 
guest would probably not miss the 
Vodka nor the salmon ! 

Like all good and important visitors, 
Alexandrov addressed the students 
after tea. Although his English is 
excellent he preferred to speak in 


Russian, assisted by his severely attrac- 
tive interpreter, Mrs. Kish. 

There was a lot of interest to archi- 
tects in what he said, beginning with 


View showing front to Holloway Head and Main Entrance, Blucher Street. 


Proposed Scheme for 


Flatted 
Birmingham 


yf necessity to erect Flatted Fac- 
tories in Birmingham has been 
caused by insufficiency of land to 
accommodate in the new plan single 
storey buildings for all those who wish 
to work near the centre of the city, in 
businesses which are dependent on 
their proximity to the centre, as they 
trade between one another and require 
facilities which are only available in 
the city centre. These people are 
grouped into many small businesses. 
The greater part of the buildings are 
rented and the occupants cannot afford 
to erect new buildings. A scheme has 
been prepared by Philip Skelcher and 
Partners, in collaboration with A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, City Architect, Bir- 
mingham, for a multi-storey building 


Factory, 


View showing internal Courtyard, and on top floor (rear elevation) Balcony 
from Caretaker’s flat. 


which would house 


some of the 
existing industries in Factory Flats, 


701 


the fact that, in his experience, the 
cinema can, more than anything, show 
the beauty of buildings. A film direc- 
tor must know something of architec- 
ture and in Moscow architecture and 
film direction is studied in the same 
institute. He had seen the exhibition 
of students’ work at present shown in 
the Birmingham Art Gallery and apart 
from his joy at meeting so many people 
interested in “building up” rather 
than “knocking down,” he thought he 
and architectural students had this in 
common, namely, the desire to make 
life beautiful. He hoped that he 
would see many things in Britain 
which would be new to him and he 
promised that the Russian people 
would show themselves good pupils in, 
for what England was the classical 
country, the art of living comfortably 
in the home. So far, he said, we, the 
Russians, had to concentrate on the 
major tasks of building railways and 
dams and factories and have not yet 
had the time to arrange for private 
life! He then told us that he was a 
member of a committee for the erec- 
tion of 56 new cinemas in Moscow and 
what troubles they experienced with 
the architects! Acoustics and seating 
did not interest them, all they wanted 
was a “beautiful ensemble.” Also, 
they thought all cinemas could be alike; 
after all, you only spent one to two 
hours in them, and in the dark. But 
he thought that each cinema should 
have a character of its own and as a 
building should be part of the life 
beautiful, now and in the future. 

He continued telling us about a 
whole new town for about a million 
people that had been planned near the 
University of Moscow and how a film 
had been made, as an entertaining film 
with human interest and all, but featur- 
ing in model form this new town, and 
the people who would live in it will 
criticize it and send letters of protest 
about any feature they may dislike and 
this made the architects rather ner- 
vous ! W.R. 


on a site at the corner of Holloway 
Head and Blucher Street. 


| 
‘hay 
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MOSAICS 


STRUCTURE 
DOORS 


An all-steel overhead garage door of recent 
design, made by the Bolton Gate Co. Led. of 
Waterloo Street, Bolton. Designed to slide 
under the roof and out of sight leaving the 
floor space clear. The Glydover can be 
operated magnetically by a simple installation 
in the drive way plus an attachment on the 
vehicle. 


SERVICES 
LIGHTING 
BI/73 


An all-plastic fluorescent 
lighting fitting just marketed 
by ew Industries 
(Tottenham) Led., la, Stone- 
leigh Road, London, N.17. 

he fitting, which is made 
of P.V.C. plastic, is extremely 
light in weight and it is 
claimed to be virtually 
unbreakable ; ageing in- 
creases its whiteness ; and 
in acid, corrosive, or irritant 
atmospheres it is proof against 
deterioration. 


FINISHES 
FLOORS 
D7/3 


A new method of finishing a floor 
with hardwood by Pane! Parquetry 
Ltd., Sussex Chambers, Rhyl, Flinc 
shire. Called ‘‘ Fabriloc,”’ it is made 
in a variety of timbers, ten blocks toa 
panel which is fixed by means of the 
overlapping grounds, seen on the 
right-hand side in the picture on 
the left. Speed of laying is an im- 
portant feature, together with a 
reduction in labour. 


PLANT 
HANDTOOLS 
E3/29 


The *‘ Quickset ** hand bender, produced by 
Chamberlain Industries Led., Staffa Road, £.10. 
This bender is smallest in the range produced by 
this firm and is manufactured in specific sizes for 
conduit and copper tube unter lin dia. The 
Bender will bend up to 180° cold, and without 
filling and it is supplied with a special backstop 
that prevents the tube slipping or flattening 
during bending. 


INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


@ The formation has been announced of 
the Association of Vermiculite Ex- 
foliators. 

The Association aims at establishing 
and maintaining recognized standards of 
quality for the processed material and 
codes of practice for all commercial 
applications. It will encourage and carry 
out research into the use of Vermiculite. 

Members of the Association are as 
follows: Messrs. J. M. & J. Bartlett, Ltd., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Messrs. Buxton 
Dawson & Co., Ltd., Derby; The Cape 
Asbestos Co., Ltd. London; Messrs. 
A. R. & W. Cleaver, Ltd., Northampton; 
The Devon Trading Co., Ltd., Exeter; 
Messrs. Wm. Dibben & Sons, Ltd., 
Southampton; Messrs. Dohm, Ltd., 
London; Exfoliators (Vermiculite), Ltd., 
Welwyn Garden City; Messrs. B. Finch 
& Co., Ltd., London; The Iron & Marble 
Co., Ltd., Bristol; Messrs. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., Cheshire; Messrs. Logans 
(Vermiculite), Ltd., Glasgow; Messrs. 
Meta Mica, Ltd., London; Messrs. R. 
Passmore & Co., Ltd., London; Messrs. 
Scuton, Ltd., London; Messrs. E. H. 
Smith (Westhaven), Ltd., Birmingham; 
Messrs. Vermiculite (London), Ltd., 
London; Messrs. W. S. Wilkin, Ltd., 
Barrow-in-Furness. 

The Association exhibited at the Build- 
ing Trades Exhibition at Olympia 

The address of the Association is: 
Plantation House, London, E.C.3. Tel.: 
Mansion House 9345. (All enquiries to 
F. O’Shanohun—City 5391.) 


@ Fidor Fibre Building Board Develop- 
ment Organisation, Ltd., announce that 
Owing to the resignation of Mr. T. B. 
Dodson from the Vice-Chairmanship of 
the Building Board Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Cedric Ford, director and 
secretary of the Sundeala Board Co., 
Ltd., has been appointed in his stead. 

Mr. Ford has been associated with the 
fibre board trade for 38 years, having 
commenced with the Patent Impermeable 
Board Co., Ltd. (now the P.I.M. Board 
Co., Ltd), in 1915. 


It is with deep regret that the directors 
of Rippers, Ltd., and Evans Bellhouse, 
Ltd., announce the loss of their Chair- 
man, Mr. H. T. Ripper, who died at his 
home in Castle Hedingham on Thursday, 
November 12. 


@ British Insulated Callender’s Cables, 
Ltd., announce that, with effect as from 
Monday, November 23, 1953, the address 
of their Bristol branch will be 7-9, Barton 
Street, Bristol. The telephone number, 
Bristol 23453-4, is unchanged. 


@ Mr. A. S. Purdie has taken up the 
appointment of Commercial Manager 
with Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., Solid 
Fuel Division. 

Mr. Purdie is no stranger to the or- 
ganization, having formerly been Sales 
Superintendent for Wilsons and Mathie- 
sons, Ltd., the Leeds Production Centre 
of the Radiation Group. 


Mr. T. H. Atkinson has joined the 
Thermovent Heating Division of E. K. 
Cole, Ltd., as Technical Sales Repre- 
sentative covering the South and South- 
Eastern Area. He is well known in this 
area, having, until recently, represented 
Parnall (Yate), Ltd. 

Mr. Atkinson may be contacted 
through the London office of E. K. Cole, 
Ltd., 5, Vigo Street, W.1. 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application. 
Where no town is stated in the 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 


ALL CLASSES OF RECTED 


oR- BO 
4p 


© Specialists in 


Hand Marbled and Grained Finishes 


WALL LININGS, 
BATH PANELS, SPLASH BACKS 


RK 


DESIGNED & 


14, Kings Place, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Buc. 652! 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD 
PALACE GATES STM, 9.22 Bowes Port 


PICKERINGS' 


LIFTS 


LONDON OFFICE : 


G COND 


LIGHTNIN 


STEEPLEJACKS 


Specify 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES. Tel.: 65278 || 


| 
| 
116 VICTORIA ST., S.W.1. Tel.: VIC 9860 


UCTORS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD. 
TUDOR HOUSE, PRINCETON STREET, 
BEDFORD ROW, LONDON, W.C.1 


METAL 
LETTERS 


FOR SHOPFRONTS AND SIGNS 


in Stainless or Enamelled 
STEEL and CAST BRONZE 


Write for illustrated list 
CHASE PRODUCTS 
(ENGINEERING) LTD 
27 PACKINGTON ROAD, ACTON, W.3 


CONTRACT 


NEWS 


OPEN 


BUILDING 


ALTRINCHAM B.C. (a) 112 houses, 
Broomwood Estate. (b) Borough Sur- 
veyor, Town Hall. (c) Sgns. (e) Dec. 11. 


AYLESBURY B.C. (a) 40 houses, Stoke 
Road. (b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. 
c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 15. 

BARKING B.C. (a) Erection of Muni- 
cipal Offices and Town Hall. (b) Town 
Clerk, Town Hall. (d) Dec. 14. 


BECKENHAM B.C. (a) 30 flats in 5 
blocks of 6 flats each, corner of Oakwood 
Avenue and Perth Road. (b) Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall. (c) £2. (e) Jan. 1. 


BLETCHLEY U.C. (a) Factory at 
Yards End, off Western Road. (b) H. J. 
Richards, 28, West Street, Buckingham. 
c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 19. 


BOOTLE B.C. (a) Library in Northfield 
Road. (b) Borough Surveyor, Town Hall. 
c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 14. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON U.C. (a) 10 
houses, Budbury Tyning site. (b) Coun- 
cil’s Surveyor, Westbury House.  (c) 
2gns. (e) Dec. 21. 

BUCKS C.C. (a) County secondary 
school for 600 children, Langley. (b) 
County Architect, County Offices. (c) 
Sgns d) Jan. 1. (e) Feb. 8. 


BURGESS HILL U.C. (a) 28 houses. 
b) Messrs. Clayton and Black and Part- 
ners, 10, Prince Albert Street, Brighton. 
c) £2. (e) Dec. 31. 


BURNLEY B.C. (a) (1) 8 houses; (2) 
54 houses; (3) 30 houses, Far Brunshaw 
Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 22-24, 
Nicholas Street. (c) 2gns. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE C.C. (a) First 
instalment of Cambridgeshire Technical 
College extension. (b) County Clerk, 
Shire Hall, Cambridge. (d) Dec. 16, 


CHISLEHURST AND SIDCUP U.C. 
a) Block of 30 flats and block of 16 flats, 
Perry Street, Chislehurst. (b) Clerk, 
Council Offices, Sidcup Place, Sidcup. (c) 
2gns. (d) Dec. 7. 


CROYDON B.C. (a) Kitchen and dining 
hall extension and a 4-classroom block, 
cloakrooms, lavatories, etc., at Lady 
Edridge Grammar School for Girls, Clifton 
Road, South Norwood. (b) Chief Educa- 
tion Officer, Katherine Street. (c) £1. (a) 
Dex 31. « 

ELSTREE R.C. (a) 2 bungalows for dis- 
abled persons, block of 1 disabled person’s 
bungalow and 1 aged person’s bungalow, 
1 block of 8 flats for single people, Manor 
Way, Boreham Wood. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Shenley Road, 
Boreham Wood. (c) 2gns. 
ENFIELD U.C. (a) 12 flats in 1 3-storey 
block, Foxhall site, Baker Street. (b) 
Engineer and Surveyor, 7, Little Park 
Gardens. (c) 2gns. (d) Dec. 8. (e) Jan. 4. 


ENFIELD U.C. (a) 66 houses and 72 
3-storey flats on part 2 of Hoe Lane 
North Estate. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, 
7, Little Park Gardens. (c) 2gns. (d) Dec. 
8. (e) Jan. 4. 


address it is the same as the locality 
= in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
ast date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 
given in the advertisement section. 


YOU CAN 


DEPEND ON 


C COLOURS 
HARDENERS 
WATERPROOFERS 
DECORATIVE FINISHES 


JOSEPH FREEMAN, SONS & CO., LTD. 
LONDON, S.W.18. VANdyke 2432 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 


LONDON E 14 EN EASt 1441 


MURALS, INN SIGNS, etc. 
“KENWIN STUDIO” 


KENN BALDWiN SMITH, A.R.C.A, 
(DIPLOMA MURAL PAINTING) 


LITTLE SHELFORD, CAMBS. 


THE VEITCHI COMPANY 


London’ Finest news secondhand Valus 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


FREE BOOKLET FOR YOU ON 


NU-SWIFT! 


Fascinating, new, multi-coloured bro- 
chure, ‘‘Fire!'—Your Dangerous Servant,"’ 
can be yours. It tells you why to get 
Nu-Swift before your fire risk becomes 
3-dimensional. Send for it—NOW! 

NU-SWIFT LTO - ELLAND - YORKS 
In Every Ship of the Royal Navy 


| 
Tele 2730120 Lines) 
| 
| 
ASPHALT 

To ALL BSS | 

oN | 
Cc | 
— 
| “STAMFORD HILL 9428 
| — 
| -.MARGOLIS 
| 
| 
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ESSEX C.C. (a) Pair of cottages and 

alterations and repair to farmhouse and 

cottage at Bower Farm, Havering-Atte- 

Bower, Romford. (b) Coumy Land 

Duke Street, (e) 
lec. 15. 


* * * 
GATESHEAD B.C. (a) Caretaker’s 
house, Southend Road Junior School. (b) 
Borough Surveyor, Municipal Buildings, 
Street, 8. (c) 2gns. (e) 
an 


GOSPORT (HANTS). a) 2-storey 
jay ve to provide old persons’ home 
for G Port Housing Society, Ltd. (b) 
Borough Engineer, Gosport Borough 
Council, Towa (c) 


GREAT YARMOUTH B.C. (a) Block 
of 21 chalets and 3 offices or stores, Wel- 
lington Pier Gardens. (b) Borough En- 
gineer, Hall. 21. 


HUNTINGDON cc. (a) Houses for 
fire officers at Huntingdon. (b) County 
Architect, County Buildings. (e) Dec. 14. 


LEYLAND UC. (a) 108 iis 65 
dwellings and 46 dwellings, Wade Hall 
Estate; as three contracts. (b) Engineer 
and Surveyor, Council Offices. (c) 2gns 
each contract. (e) Dec. 24. 


LINCOLN “cc. (a) Sub-divisional 
eer headquarters and 6 houses, Brace- 
ridge Heath. (b) Count Architect, 
County Ofices, Steatoed. fe Dec. 16. 


LONDON—WEST HAM BC. (a) 18 
flats and 36 maisonnettes, Trinity Street, 
E.16 (Contract 194); 38 maisonnettes and 
2 flats, Charford Road Area, E.16 (Con- 


tract 205). (b) Borough Architect, 70, 
West Ham Lane, E.15. (c) 2gns "each 
contract. e 


LUTON B.C. (a) 3. classroom extension 
with cloakroom facilities at Whipperley 
School. (b) Borough Engineer, Town 
Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) Dec. a. 


MALTON R.C. (a) 6 eee at Brawby. 

(b) Council’s Architect, Council Offices, 

Road, Norton.’ (c) 2gns.  (e) 
38. 


MERE AND TISBURY R.C. (a) 3 
houses dt Donhead St. Andrews. (b) 
Messrs. Bothams and Brown, 32, Chipper 
Lane, Salisbury, 2gns, © Dec. 16. 


N. IRELAND — NORTHERN IRE- 
LAND HOUSING TRUST. (a) 60 
dwellings with engineering and ancillary 
works at Armagh; 43 dwellings with en- 
gineering and ancillary works at Ahog- 
hill, Co. Antrim. (b) Trust Offices, 12, 
Hope Street, Belfast. (c) £3 for each 
scheme. (e) Dec. 16. 


NORTH RIDING C.C. (a) County in- 
fants’ school at South Bank, near Mid- 
dlesbrough. (b) J. Breakwell, 7, La 
Motte Street, St. Helier, Jersey, CL () 
Dec. 30. 


RIPLEY U.C. (a) 10 houses, Woodlands 
Estate, Moseley Street. (b) Council’s 
Surveyor, Town —_ Ripley, Derbys. 
(c) 2gns. (c) Jan. 16. 


ROTHWELL Uc. (a) 40 flats, Wood 
Lane site. (b) Messrs. R. A. Easedale 
and Son, County Chambers, Bradley 
Street, Castleford. () 2gns. (e) Dec. 19. 


SCOTLAND—FIFE C.C, (a) Extension 
to Auchterderran South School.  (b) 
Messrs. James Gentles and Son, Central 
Chambers, High Street, Kirkcaldy. (e) 
Dec. 28. 
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TWICKENHAM ENGLAND 


COURSES for all R.1.B.A. EXAMS 


Postal tuition in History, Testimonies, Design, 

Calculations, Materials, Construction, Structures, 

Hygiene, Specifications, Professional Practice, 
etc. Also in general educational subjects. 


ELLIS Senco. OF ARCHITECTURE 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E, G.M., F.R..BA 

103C, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, "LONDON, 8.W.7 
Phone : KEN. 4477 and at Worcester 


HARDWOOD FLOORING 
“EX STOCK” 


Block or Strip Flooring in 4”, §”, 2”, 1” and Ii" 
thicknesses, in the following species, grades 
suitable for Civic, Domestic and Factory Floors :-— 
Agba, Anyan, Apa, Beech (English, American, 
Yugoslavian, Japanese), Birch (Finnish, Japanese), 
Ekki, Emeri, Greenheart, Guarea, Gurjun, 
Idigbo, lroko, Jarrah, Kanluang, Keruing, Krabac, 
Mahogany, Maple, Meranti, Muhuhu, Oak (English, 
American, Austrian, Japanese, Silky), mu, Opepe, 
Podo, Ramin, Rauli, Sapeil, Sepicir, Serayah, 
Teak, Walnut, etc. 


WILLIAM THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 

Joinery Dept., 38, WELLINGTON ROAD, 

LIVERPOOL, 8 Tel. : Lark Lane 1921/4. 
Grams : Thornpool, Liverpool. 


ASPHALTE WORK 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 


FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 
36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone : AMH 5471-2 
Sandpapering machines for hire 


ENGLISH TIMBERS 


for Building and Joinery Trades, Oak Planks 
for Cills, Half-Timbering, or scantling to size. 


Architects’ designs for Panelling and 
exclusive furniture faithfully interpreted. 


GATES AND OAK DOORS 
A SPECIALITY 


Seasoned quartered boards for Flooring, 

Panelling, etc. Machining done and Joinery 

manufactured for the trade. Gates and Fencing. 
Established 1884. 


WYCKHAM BLACKWELL Ltd. 


Hampton-in-Arden, BIRMINGHAM 
Telephone HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN, 3 


| 


cipal Offices, High Strest. 


WARRINGTON BC. 


SCOTLAND—LESLIE B.C. (a) 50 
houses, New Street site (all trades). (b) 
Messrs. James Gentles and Son, Central 
Chambers, gh Street, 


SCOTLAND—MUSSELBURGH B.C. 
(a) 3-storey block of 9 houses, North 
High Street. (b) Burgh Surveyor, Muni- 
(e) Dec. 28. 


SOUTH SHIELDS B. C. (a) A veteran’s 
club and bowls house, North Marine 
Park. (b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. 
(c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 17. 

ULVERSTON U.C. (a) Public conveni- 
ences at The Gill. (b) Council’s Sur- 
veyor, Town Hall. (e) Dec. 14. 
WALLASEY 


Maddock Road. 
Town Hall. (c) lan 


(a) Conveniences at 
) Borough Architect, 
(e) Dec. 15. 


(a) High School 


for Girls, Loushers Lane. (b) Borough 
Surveyor, Town Hall. c) 5gns. (e) 
Jan. 4. 


* 

WELSH REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD. (a) Erection of 100-bed hos- 
pital at St. David’s Hospital, Carmarthen. 
(b) Secretary to the Board, Temple of 
Peace and Health, Cathays Park, Cardiff; 
with details of large contracts carried out, 
available labour force d) Dec. 12. 


WETHERBY R.C. (a) 13 houses, Bond- 
gate, Harewood. (b) Messrs. Jones and 
Stocks, 7, Blenheim Terrace, Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds, 2. (e) Dec. 21 
WOKING U.C. (a) 42 houses, Barns- 
bury Farm Estate. (b Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Council Offices. (c) 2gns. (e) 
Dec. 21 

YORK C.C. (a) 184 houses, Chapel 
Fields Estate. (b) City Architect, 8, St. 
Leonard’s Place. (c) £5. (e) Jan. 9. 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (1) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 
that work may not start pending final accept- 
ance, or obtaining of licence, or modification 
of tenders, etc. 


COVENTRY CORPORATION. (1) 709 
houses, flats, maisonettes, etc., in “* No 
Fines” construction, (2 Willenhall 
Neighbourhood Unit. (3) Geo. Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Hammersmith Grove, Lon- 
don, W.6. (4) £967,906. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. (1) 
Superstructure King’s Park Secondary 
School. (2) Woolwich West. 3) Gee, 
Walker and Slater, Ltd., 100, Park Lane, 
London, W.1. (4) £601,888. (1) Super- 
structure, Putney Park Lane Secondary 
School. (2) Putney. (3) Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd. 4) £481,667. (1) Super- 
structure of Strand School. (2) Upper 
Tulse Hill, Norwood. (3) Rush & Tom- 
kins, Ltd., 109, Station Road, Sidcup, 
Kent. (4) £467,501. 
* 

HULL. (1) Superstructure for shops, 
flats, offices, for Triangle Trust. (2) 
Edward, etc., streets. (3) Spooners (Hull), 
Ltd., Glebe Road, Stoneferry, Hull. (4) 
Cost £300,000. 


SALFORD CITY COUNCIL. 


1) Erec- 
tion of police headquarters 2) The 
Crescent. (3) John Dickinson & . Co. 


(Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough Street, Bolton. 
(4) £243,986. 
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OF TEM 


See how well the 
(rompton fitting matches the job St 


See how the ¢ rompton fitting brings you a saving money on your lighting. But Crompton 
better answer for its particular job—in fine fittings cost no more than most others. Here are 
materials, finish and performance. Even if you just four of many fittings for offices, shops and 
paid a great deal more for it, you would still be showrooms. 


* Alton’ totally Enclosed Fit- 
ting (AR 1531). Clean design 
with opal * Perspex’ diffuser. ge 


‘Acton’ totally Enclosed Fit- 
ting (AQ 2531). Simple, 
modern = design. Natural 


Metal parts finished in colour * Crinothene’ diffuser, 
* Permawhite’ stoved enamel. ‘ easily replaceable. For 2 x 80w 
For | x 80w 5 ft. lamp 5 ft. fluorescent tubes. £14.8.6 


£12.4.2 (inc. P.T.) complete | (inc. P.T.) complete with switch 


with switch start control gear. Start control gear, 


* Abbey’ Louvre Base Fitting 
(AZ 2431). Side panels of 
fluted * Perspex * Base 


‘Holborn’ Open En- 
closed Base (BM 4431). Side 
and base panels, satin finished 
fluted glass. Metalwork lac- 
quered aluminium. For 4x 40w 
4 ft. lamps. £15.8.6 (inc. P.T.) 
complete with switch start 


louvred for direct downward { 
light. Metalwork stoved ena 
mel. For 2 x 80w 5 ft. lamps 
£25.18.11 (inc. P.T.) complete 


with switch start control gear control gear. 


(r Ompton wcutine rittines 


EQUIPWENT] CROMPTON PARKINSON LTD. CROMPTON HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : CHAncery 3333 Telegrams : Crompark. Estrand, London 


SPECIFY 
STUCG 


TO PROTECT IT — TO PRESERVE IT 


Stic B Stone covering is a decorative and waterproofing 
treatment that can be applied by brush or spray to 
practically all surfaces, including new and old concrete, 
cement rendering, brickwork, plaster, wall boards, and 
asbestos. 


Our picture shows Brunswick Wharf Power Station, for 
which Stic B products were specified. Other contracts 
include London Airport, Brighton ‘B’ Power Station, 
Uskmouth Generating Station, and Priory Court Flats, 
East Ham. Every assistance will be given to Architects 
and Builders regarding the use of our product on every 
kind of surface from New Concrete to Asbestos. 


STIC B PAINT SALES LTD. 


47, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I. 
TELEPHONE: WHITEHALL 9958. 
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OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 1/6 per line, minimum 3- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CONTRACTS” 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 


APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
tisements must Be made through the local office 
the Ministry of Lahour and National Service, etc.. 

8-64 or a woman 
ed 18-' inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
Pheer ts ted from the provisions of The 
fication of Vacancies Order 1952 


BLACKWELL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the capeiat. 
ment of ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 

at a Salary of £555 per annum rising by , - or 
increments of £15 to £600 (Grade A.P.T. 

Applicants should have passed the RIB. A. 
Imtermediate Examination, or its equivalent, at one 
of the reoegnized Schools of Architecture and have 
worked in an architectural office for a period of 
two years 

Applications, stating age, experience and training, 
and giving names — addresses of two persons to 
whom reference may be made, should be sent so 
as to reach the undersigned not later than 14th 
December, 1993. BV 


"to the Council. 
Dale Close,” 
00, Chesterfield Road South, 
Mansfield. [7469 


WARRINGTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTAN in the 
department of the Engineer and Surveyor at a salary 
within Grades III to IV of the National Joint 
Council Scales according to qualifications and 
experience. 

Applicants should have experience in the design 
and detailing of houses, shops and other small 
public buildings 

If housing accommodation is required by the 
successful applicant, this will be given consideration 
by the Council. 

The appointment will be subject to the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, to the pro- 
visions of the National Scheme of Conditions of 
Service and to the successful applicant passing a 

cal examination satisfactorily. 

Applications, suitably endorsed and enclosing 
one recent testimonial and the names and addresses 
of two referees should be received by Mr. S. C. 
Oxley, A.M.LC.E., Engineer and Surveyor to the 
Council, on or before 17th December, 1953. 

. A. MORTIMORE, 
Clerk to the Council. 


Council Offices, 
Museum Street 
WARRING’ TON 
25th November, 1953 (7480 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS, SURVEY- 

ING ASSISTANTS AND LANDSCAPE 
DESIGNERS for the preparation of surveys, sketch 
schemes, working drawings and specifications for 
buildings and ancillary work in parks and open 
spaces, and the laying-out of new parks, sports 
rca and garden areas to housing estates, schools, 


UANTITY SURVEYOR AND JUNIOR 
ASSISTANT for the preparation of bills of quan- 
tities and estimates o measurement of final 
accounts for new lay-outs, maintenance works and 
buildings in parks. 

Salaries up to £673 according to experience and 
ualifications. Application forms from Chief Officer, 
Dept., Spring Gardens, $.W.1, (1276). [7484 


SOUTHERN ELECTRICITY BOARD 


SENIOR DRAUGHTSMAN 
(CIVIL ENGINEERING) 


O. 3 (Portsmouth) Sub-Area Office. Salary 
N.J.B. Schedule D, Grade 5 (£567-£671 per 
annum). N.J.B. Conditions of Service. 

The successful applicant will be responsible to 
the Sub-Area Civil Engineer for design work, 
preparation of drawings and making calculations; 
candidates should have knowledge of building con- 
struction, steel work and reinforced concrete struc- 
tures. Experience in an Architect's Office would be 
an advantage 

Applications on forms obtainable from the Sub- 
Area Secretary, Lower Drayton Lane, Cosham, 
Portsmouth, and returned to him not later than 
December 14, 1953. 

The successful candidate for the above a ow 
ment will be required to contribute to the BEA 
Area Boards’ Superannuation Scheme, if cligbie 
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APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
DEPUTY COUNTY “ARCHITEC 


AICATIONS are invited for the 
EPUTY COUNTY ARCHITECT at a 
cciagy a £2,000 rising to £2,350. 

The establishment of the department is a large 
one and first-class administrative as well as archi 
tectural ability is required. The appointment will 
be terminable by three months’ notice 

Application forms, obtainable from G. Noel Hill, 
F.RIBA., M.T. PI, County Architect, County 
Hall, Preston, must be returned not later than Mon 
day, December 21, 1953. (7473 


KINGSTON-UPON-HULL EDUCATION 
AUTHORITY 


REGIONAL COLLEGE OF ART 
AND CRAFTS 
Principal: S. I. Hemming, A.R.C.A. (Lond.), 


REQUIRED, as soon as possible, a FULL-TIME 
LECTURER IN ARCHITECTURE. Candi 
dates should be members of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, should possess a Degree or 
Diploma of a recognised School of Architecture, or 
have similar qualifications, and be qualified to 
undertake lectures and supervision of students 
work in connection with the five-year Diploma 
Course. 

Salary: £940 £25--£1,040 (men); or £752 
£20--£832 (women). 

Permission to engage in private practice is 
normally granted to members of the College staf! 

Particulars of appointment and application forms, 
to be returned within fourteen days of the date of 
this issue, will be supplied by the Chief Education 
Officer, Guildhall, Kingston-upon-Hull, on receipt 
of stamped, addressed, foolscap envelope (7474 


HEBBURN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECT GRADE VI. 


PPLICATIONS are invited from suitably 

qualified persons for the appointment of 
ASSISTANT ARCHITECT in the Architectural 
Section of the Engineer and Surveyor’s Depart- 
ment. 

The salary will be in seconde with Grade 
A.P.T. VI of the National Scale, , £670 to £735 
per annum. The appointment will be subject to 
the National Scheme of Conditions of Service and 
the provisions of the Local Government Super 
annuation Act, 1937. 

The successful candidate will be required to 
pass a medical examination. 

Preference will be given to registered architects 
who have had experience in the architectural design 
and construction of housing and general municipal 
works 

Applications endorsed “ Assistant Architect,’’ to 
gether with copies of three recent testimonials 
must be received by the undersigned not later 
than Thursday the 10th December, 1953 

T. MEADOWS WRIGHT. LL.M., 
Clerk of the Council 


Council Offices, 
Areayle Street, 
Hebburn, 
Co, Durham. (7481 


LONDON ELECTRICITY BOARD. 
SENIOR DRAUGHTSMAN 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

position in the Design and Planning Branch of 
the — Sub-Area at Aldersgate, London, 
E.C.1. 

Koctienges should have had training and experi 
ence in building construction and the design of 
steelwork and reinforced concrete structures and be 
capable of preparing drawings and making calcula- 
tions for the pone of existing premises and the 
conversion of basements into sub-stations and 
transformer chambers. Experience in the lay-out 
of electrical equipment up to 11 kV., whilst not 
essential, <a be an advantage 

The st is graded under Schedule D of the 
Board agreement as Grade 
£595 7s to £704 11s per annum, inclusive of Lon 
don Allowance. 

Application forms obtainable from Secretary, 46. 
New Broad St., E.C.2, to be returned completed 
by 19th December, 1953. Please enclose addressed 
envelope and quote ref. V/1692/AA on all 
correspondence. (7485 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


BERKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 


APPLIC ATIONS are invited for the following 
appointment in the County Architect’s Depart- 
ment 
QUANTITY SURVEYING ASSISTANT 
Salary Grade III. £525-£570. Candidates should 
have had some experience in taking off in accor 
dance with the Standard Method of Measurement 
and preference will be given to those who have 
passed the Intermediate Examination of the 
R.1¢ 
Application forms and further particulars can 
be obtained from the County Architect, Wilton 
House, Parkside’ Road, Reading, to whom they 
should be returned completed by noon on Thurs 
day, the 17th December, 1953 
E. R. DAVIES, 
Clerk of the Council 
(7482 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF EAST HAM. 


TEMEC YRARY ESTIMATOR for Building Work 
in Borough Engineer's Department 

Salary £595 to £645 (Grade A.P.T.V.). London 
Weighting is paid in addition. Salary in excess of 
minimum may be paid according to qualifications 
and experience A subsistence allowance may be 
paid to person appointed if unable to obtain suit 
able housing accommodation 

Further details and application form (returnable 
by 21st December, 1953) from Town Clerk, Town 
Hall, East Ham, E.6 [7486 


SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL. 
ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
appointments on the established staff of the 
Department, viz 
(a) TWO ARCHITECTU RAL ASSISTANTS 
A.P.T. Grade VI (£670-£ ) 
(b) ONE ARCHITECTU RAL. ASSISTANT 
A.P.T. Grade IV (£555-£600 
Candidates for 
(a) must be Associate Members of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects and/or Regis 
tered Architects, preferably with general ex 
perience in the office of a Local Authority; 
(b) must have passed the R.I.B.A. Intermediate 
Examination and have worked in an architec 
tural office for a period of two years 
Applications giving age, qualifications, past and 
present appointments, and the names and addresses 
of two technical referees, should be forwarded to 
reach me not later than Monday, the 14th Decem- 
ber, 1953. Canvassing disqualifies 
O. HARRIS, F.R.L.B.A., 
County Architect 
Park St ; 
Taunton 
27.11.53 (7490 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus |/- for registra- 
tion and forwarding replies which should 
be addressed c/o, ‘* The Architect & 
Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances ‘payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, 

No responsibility accepted for errors. 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc.. 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
Pp er is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancier Order 1952 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required in 
Preston Office; at least four years’ office ex 
perience Apply stating particulars of experience 
and salary required to Grenfell Baines & Har- 
greaves, 12, Guildhall Street, Preston [7487 


4 
oe 
— 
4 
wee 
4 
| 
: 
> 
| 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 3 December 1953 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT—contd. 


S<CHOOL-TRAINED architectural assistant with 

a minimum of 5 years’ experience of contem 
porary commercial, industrial, and or, school work 
required by J. M. Austin-Smith & Partner. Ap 
plicants should write giving particulars of education 
age, training, qualifications and experience, to 29 
Sackville Street, London, W.1. Salary by arrange 
ment [7476 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
@ged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em 

ver is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 


SAMUEL Morrison & Partners require Assist 
ants for interesting contemporary 

(housing, schools, industrial design, etc Details 
of experience and salary required to Derwent 
House, 39, Full St., Derby [7483 


I RAUGHTSMEN for industrial heating and 
ventilation plants. Must be able to prepare 
scheme and detail drawings without supervision 
Salaries commensurate with experience. Only first 
class applicants considered..-Write Visco Engg 
Co., Ltd., Stafford Rd., Croydon [7478 


‘THE Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., has a 

vacancy for a property inspector attached to the 
Estates Department, Manchester. Applications are 
invited from persons having a sound knowledge of 
building construction and the building trade gen 
erally. Candidates should be capable of preparing 
concise reports and be familiar with plans, esti 
mates, specifications, etc., and they should hold a 
Building Inspector’s Certificate or possess a Higher 
National Certificate in Building.—-Applications 
Stating age, experience and qualifications, to be 
addressed to the C.W.S., Ltd., Central Labour 
Department, 1, Balloon St., Manchester, 4, en 
dorsed “ Property Inspector, Estate Department 


(746 


LL Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and Em 
bossed ornaments Numerous designs 
Dareve’s Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60, Pownall Rd., 
Dalston, E.8 [0086 


FOR SALE—contd. 


A COUSTICAL and thermal engineers—-a com- 
4 plete outfit of instruments and equipment 
comprising General Radio Company sound level 
meter, vibration analyser, sound analyser and vibra- 
tion meter, Dawe instruments moisture in timber 
meter, pamphonic microphones, amplifier and 
column loadspeaker units, Ceag miners’ lamps, etc. 

H. Bean & Co., Ltd., 31-32, Upper Mill Hill, 
Leeds, 1 {7475 


5 


NISSEN HUTS, ETC.—contd. 


RECONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu- 
factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 
type, hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.—-Write, 
call or Ws oe Universal Supplies (Belvedere), 
Ltd., Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent. Tel. Erith 2948. [0120 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSURANCE 


ARCHITECTS’ Indemnity Insurance effected 
Please write for Proposal Form to 
I J. SAXBY, Incorporated Insurance Broker, 
37a, Carfax, Horsham, Sussex. Tel. 990 
[0133 


PARTNERSHIP 


AMES CUBITT & PARTNERS, Architects, of 
“ London, and Leonard Manasseh & Partners, 
Architects, of London, are entering into partner- 
ship in Singapore and will practise from there 
under the style of James Cubitt, Leonard Manassch 


& Partners The two firms will continue to prac 
tise in London as hitherto 7479 
PRIVATE DRIVES AND ROADS 


PRIVATE Drives, Forecourts, Roads, etc., re 
surfacing or new construction by Specialists 
adam lar-spraying, Chippings, Shingle, 
Estimates free._-Stanley Lucas (Slough), Ltd., 
Mackenzie St., Slough 21279 [0136 


WANTED 


W ANTED, 6-drawer secondhand plan cabinet 
in fair condition; offers and prices to 

Iresises (Printers), Ltd., Bank Square Works, Bur 

ton-on-Trent [7488 


NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 


JISSEN Type Huts, 16ft to 91ft wide, new or 
A s/h; cheapest and best in the country.—Details 
from Wescol Construction Co., Queensbury, Brad- 
ford. Tel. Queensbury 2318. Please state approx. 
size required [7448 


” EENEST prices for industrial and protective 
clothing; gloves, footwear, etc.; also suppliers 

of cleaning rags and dusters; your enquiries wel 
comed.Surplus Textiles, 32a, Booth St., Man- 
chester {7477 


DEMOLITION 


DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE. 


“WATCH IT COME DOWN” 
By SYD BISHOP & SONS, 
282, BARING RD., LEE, S.E.12. TEL. LEB 
5 


GREEN 7755. 
OLD MANSIONS BOUGHT FOR — 
0124 


BOOKS, ETC. 


PDLANNING: The Architect's Handbook,” 7th 
Edition. By S. Rowland Pierce, V.P.R.1.B.A., 
Dist.T.P., Rome Scholar in Architecture, 
Patrick Cutbush, A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dip., A.1.L.A., 
R.1.B.A., Alfred Bossom Gold Medallist. An indis- 
pensable reference for all who plan and design 
buildings, providing essentials of plan types and the 
more important details. 32 sections, all fully illus- 
trated, cover concisely almost every type of building 
the architect is likely to encounter 30/- net from 
all booksellers. By post 31/6 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, S.E.1. 


a A GUIDE ww Plastics.” By C. A. Redfarn, 

fA BSc., Ph.D. F.R1.C. Explains clearly 
and in detail how manufactured materials for in- 
dustrial use are obtained and how they are 
fabricated by various moulding methods into many 
kinds of finished articles. A series of charts traces 
the stages of manufacture from raw materials to 
finished products. 7/6 net from all booksellers. 
By post 7/10 from The Publishing Dept., Dorset 
House, Stamford St., London, 8.5.1 


EGRET MILL, 


Tel. : 2050 


erection service 


SIGNS @ LETTERS 


IN ALL METALS & FINISHES 
Consult 


H. ASTLEY & Co. Ltd. 


ASTON-U-LYNE 


We are actual manufacturers with a first class 


SPECIALISTS IN NEON INSTALLATIONS 


Est. 1918 


STANDARD 
FACTORY AND STORE 


BUILDINGS 


TEMPLEX HOLDINGS LTD., 94 SEYMOUR WALK, SOUTH KENSINGTON, $.W.1 


TELEPHONE FLAXMAN 9460 


— 


Sole Manufacturers 


BALDWIN, SON & CO. LTD., STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN 


HOUSE 


London, W.1. 


A. B. S. 
PURCHASE LOANS 


ADVANCES of approximately 75%, of Valuation. 
INTEREST 42%, per annum. 
PERIOD OF REPAYMENT. Up to 25 years. 


At the end of the repayment term or on previous 
death the house will be freed to the legal personal 
representatives and a cash sum would also be paid 
to them, the amount depending upon the period 
the mortgage was in force. 


Particulars from : 
The Secretary, A.B.8. insurance Department, 66, Portiand Piace, 


Tel.: LANgham 5721, 


FOR SALE 8 
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POST-WAR REBUILDING 


Contractors and 


THE BATH AND PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. | | 4: cactr srarer, 


JONDON, W.C.1. 
Head Office : PORTLAND LONDON OFFICE: I 
BATH Tel. 3113 Grosvenor Gardens House, S.W.! Telephones: 
Tel. : 3248-9 = Tel.: ViCtoria 9182-3 LONDON: CROYDON 


MULLEN 


PORTLAND STONE c 


MONKS PARK STONE L U MSD EN 


| CHAncery 7422/3/4 ADDiscombe 1264 


BATLEY :ocx-vr caraces 


NOW AVAILABLE WITH 


OP ANO OVER DOORS 


With the present- ~y A high cost of building materials and labour, BATLEY 
Multiple Concrete ages offer tremendous economies. Employing the 
well-known Batley guinciole of tongued and grooved concrete units which 
are simply bolted to; cpeenee on a firm, level foundation, these Gara; can be 
erected by unskilled labour in hours instead of days, Fitted with smooth- 
sliding, space saving Up and Over Doors as an alternative to hinged doors 
at no extra cost. In addition to the big saving in initial cost, Batley Garages 

uire no maintenance—they last a lifetime without attention, They are 
on ly fireproof, a rotproof and verminproof. Wherever 
lock-up Garages are required—for + scare Housing Estates, Hotels, 
Flats, Armed Services Camps, etc.—it will pay you to investigate. 


arages ize eight ost 
FREE DELIVERY 2 16fe. Jin. x 16ft. 4in. 6ft. Jin. £125 


2Aft. Jin. x 16ft. 4in, 6ft. Jin. £180 
IN ENGLAND AND 6 48ft. Zin. x 16ft. 4in. 6ft. 3in, £345 


WALES. 9 72ft. Zin. x 16ft. 4in. 6fe. in. £510 
12 96ft. 3in. x 16ft. 4in, 6ft. 3in, €675 


Pius €55 per additional garage to any number required in one block. Also available 
with a clear height of 7fc. 9in., an alcernative jength of 19ft. if required. 
DEFERRED TERMS AVAILABLE 


BATLEY 


MNIULTIPLE CONCRETE GARAGES 


Send for full details and brochure to :— 
ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 96, Colledge Road, Holbrooks, Coventry 
Phone: 89245/6 


INVALUABLE TO GOODS VEHICLE OPERATORS 


RUNNING COSTS 
AT A GLANCE 


*€ Motor Transport Cost Tables” give the latest costs of 
running all types of goods vehicle. Increases in drivers’ 
wages and employers’ liability for National Insurance, 
decreases in vehicle purchase tax, cost of tyres, 
petrol and diesel fuel have all been taken into account. 

The tables show the standing costs per year, per week 
and per hour, running costs per mile, and the total 
charge per mile for each size of vehicle. They can be 
speedily adjusted to allow for fluctuations in fuel prices. 
As an aid to haulage contractors the tables include an 
allowance for profit. Traders can, therefore, utilize the 
charges given to check on rates quoted by contractors. 


The new Transport Act vehicle levy has 
been taken into consideration. 
1s. Od. net. By post 1s. 2d. 


London, S.E.1. 


Obtainable from booksellers or 
from Iliffe & Sons Ltd., 
Dorset House, Stamford St., 


& FUEL CONSUMPTION COST RECKONER 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 
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Gentlemen of the Council You see SMECO before you. 
Whether SMECO has stolen the Contract for Rainwater fittings 


on your New Housing Estate is for you alone to decide 
Before coming to a decision, however, you must weigh up 
PRESSED STEEL 
carefully the facts) SMECO has admitted to being cheaper 
than Cast lron—having unbreakable fittings—to being made 
to BSS 1205 specification of 14 C Steel, ‘Byphrated’ rust 


croofed and red oxide painted—is easily sawn without vices 


RAINWATER 


or clamps. Furthermore, SMECO claims longer life and to 
be cheaper to install. And finally, you should be guided by 
the decision of many leading Councils and Local Authorities 
throughout Britain, who have already testified to his ‘Steeling’ 


worth 


Yet another Council finds SMECO guilty of Steeling” their Contract for 


Rainwater Gutterings and fittings throughout their New Housing Estate 


Write for name of nearest Stockist to DEPT. ABN 3 


SCHAVERIEN SHEET METAL & ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


332-338, MILE END ROAD, LONDON, €.1 


T 


elephone: STEpney Green 1632, 3232, 3233 
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fabric 


saves labour | 


in laying 


concrete | 
reinforcement 


For foundations, walls, partitions, 


ground floors, upper floors, roofs, slabs, 


| bins, tanks, reservoirs, retaining 


walls, platforms, pavements, fire- 


| proofing of steelwork and flat 1 
or curved concrete surfaces 
ofall kinds. 


WELDED FABRIC 


THE BRITISH REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERING CO, LTD., STAFFORD 


London, Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, Newcastle, Cardiff, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast 
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